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ATHEIST. far worſe, and the falſely pretend- 
ed REvEL aTIoN4ST. worlt of all. 9 


And the Being of GOD MATHEMATICALLY 
DEMONSTRATED, 


Of DEISM. 


HERE are fix Sorts or Claſſes of pro- 
feſsꝰd Deiſts, and ſuppoſing them to be 
real Deiſts, they are thus diſtinguiſh'd 
and deſcribed. in 

The Firſt Claſs differ not from 4 
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tzßbeiſts, but in a few Words of Diſtinction. The 

Atheiſt ſays, an unintelligent Nature produced all 

Things, and this Claſs of Deifs fay the fate in | 


Effet; 
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Effect; but in Words they give Nature the Name 
or Title of God; but allow him no more Know- 
4 e than the Earth has, which by the Wiſdom 
Power of God, products a vaſt Variety of Mine- 
pg Vegetives, and Animals; remaining Void of 
all Knowledge of what it produces. 

The Second Claſs allow God Knowledge, Deſign, 
and Power—But they ſay when Ged had made all 
Things, it was below his Dignity, to give them 
any Attendance ; and having fixed ſome Things 
immoveably, and aſſigned 2 Coke of the Ce. 
leſtial Orbs invariably ; he left all other Things 


liable to Change and Chance. The Animals to f 


move at Will, or to be moved hy force of other 
Animals of greater Powers: and all inanimate 
Things (not fred) to be caſually moved, by Exter- 
nal Influence of Animals, or inanimate Things of 

eater Force, or theſe being enforc'd by other * 
ers mcidently. 

The Third Claſs. proceed a little farther, and , 
God continually ſuperintends the Cœleſtial Orbs,— 
but takes no Cognizanceof leſſer or inferior Things; 
as they ſuppoſe Mankind, and all Animals te be, | 
but leaves them to their oẽn Will and Acts, and to 
150 on the Suſtenance that he has provided for 

em. 

The Fourth Claſs ſay, they believe God's Provi- 
dence is more general, and extends to Things in- 
ferior to the Cœleſtial Orbs; but not in all Farti- 
| cubs, but leaves ſome Things to Chance 
The Fifth Claſs ſay, they believe God's Providence 
in general and particular, but they deny all Divine 
Rzevziarion, or a future State, and ink ic fat 
ficient that God made Man capable to diſcover his 
Being in his Works; and to perceive that Virtue 


and ä in this * than Vice and "iy: 
: 


and Morality. are more conſiſtent with Man's Safety, 
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151 | 
tality: and that Virtue has the Felicity of a ſerene 
and tranquil Mind, and Vice the Perturbation of an 
anxious Soul. And that Virtue ought to be per- 
ſonally rewarded, and Vice exemplarily puniſh 3 
as ĩt is juſt and good Policy in Government ſo to do: 
and as to unavaidable Sufferings, they are natural, 
and we muſt take the bad with the good, and it is 
Folly to, repine at any Thing, or to expect any fu- 
ture Retribution— But this is falſe Philoſophy, _ 

The Sixth Claſs deny Divine RzveraTion, but 
they fay they believe a future State of Rewards and 
Puniſhments, becauſe Virtue is not always rewarded 
in this Life, and Vice too oft eſcapes due Puniſh- 
ment; and as they think all this is diſcernable, with- 
out ſupernatural ReveLAaT1on, they believe it to be 
= — 
ſuch Thing, it would be continued to be reveal'd 
to all Men alikez and in every ſucceeding Age of 
the World, 

Bat all theſe Deiſts ſhew Self-conceit in wilful Ig- 
norance, and an obftinate Refuſal to leatn the Truth, 


and depending on their fallible Uaderſtanding, they 


put the Foundation of Truth out of Courſe, and 
darken Council by Words without true Knowledge; 
oontrary to God's infallible Teſt of Truth. Pf, xxxii. 
5. Pro. iii. 5, 6, Chap. viii. Fob wxxviit. 2. Matt. 
XX1i 29. 1 Cor. ii. 5, 6, 7, and to Verſe 16. Which 


n a greater Folly: and Wickedneſs than Aubeiſin ; 


becauſe 2 Deiſt in the diſbelief of God's Reve rar 
on, can't avoid having evil Thoughts of Gad; a8 I 
ſhall prove in due Courſe, and ſhew that all theſe 


pretended RzvzL a Ton 15 
too, ſtand: Self-condemned. £ 


Dut an Atheiſt can't have evil Thoughts of what 


he does not believe to be in Being, and ſo is far leſs 
guilty _ a Deift . But he fins againſt 9 
e | + 


And they ſay if there had been any 
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Kis own Senſes too, in not believing the Exiſtence 
of a Deity. 


And tho” ſome of them pretend to Virtue and 


Morality; and if ſome Men are naturally. inclin'd 
to Virtue, mote than Vice, the greater Num- 
ber are not ſo, but would be incorrigibly and in- 
ſufferably wicked, in the Diſbelief of a Deity.—80 
that tho” the Atheiſt can't have evil Thoughts of 
God, he is an Evil not to be ſuffer'd in civil Society, 
as being a Teacher of Infidelity, to the Ruin of 
Mankind: and in order to explode Deiſm, I will 
firſt Demonftrate the Self-evident Exiſtence of God; 
and the Folly of Atheiſm. 


0 ; 8 — ä 
De Folly of ATHEISM. 


3 HE Folly and Stupidity of Athei/m, is very 
fx unpardonable, and makes them miſerable z 
being fill'd with ſtrong Deluſions, and anxious Per- 
turbations by unavoidable Doubts, and perplexing 
VUncertainties; by which they ſtupify their Under- 
ſtanding. It being very obvious, that no Man of 
common Senſe can avoid perceiving that all Things 
in his View or Cognizance are the Productions of 
infinite Wiſdom and Power: And tho' he can't 
readily diſcover that all Things are perfectly Good, 
he may by ſearching into Things eaſily diſcover 


ſome Goodneſs in what we call the worſt of Things, 
and great. Goodneſs in many Things: And though 


with Reſpect to this Life only, he can't fully diſ- 
cern the Goodneſs of God in all Things effectual- 
ly, and finally ; he can't deny that Wiſdom is Good- 


dat and ought 16 ſubmit his Nations to chat Teſt. 
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And if it be conſidered that in this Life, Good - 
neſs can't be fully diſcern*d, without comparing it 
with its contrary Evil, we have great Reaſon firm- 
ly to believe, and no Reaſon to doubt, that Wit- 
dom will make Goodneſs fully appear, and be com- 
plete in the final End; and which muſt be after 
this preſent State of Life, becauſe it can't be fully 
known in it; it being a State of Tryal, in which 
Goodneſs is allay'd by its contrary, call'd Evil: But 
by due Compariſon of ſhort Evils, with long and 
eternal Good, it will illuſtrate Goodneſs in the ſu- 

rlative Degree: And this muſt be as certain aas 
that Wiſdom is Goodneſs, as I will ſhew at large 
hereafter, 
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Of the Being of GOD. 


dent, as that Nothing could not ſtart up and 
me Something: And ſo certain it is that ſome 
Being has ever been in Being. And the Being of 
Sad, and his Attributes, are Self. evident in all 
Things, of which all his Works are apparent Evi- 
„ dences: For tho? he is inviſible to us now in our 
1 = State, in which our intellectual ſpiritual - 
uls are immerg'd in Bodies of Fleſh, we may 
perceive that Nothing is Self- made, or Self- pre- 
ſerv'd, nor Self-goyern'd ; that is viſible or precep- 
tible to us: And therefore it is inconteſtibly evident, 
that they are made, preſery'd and govern'd, by a 
ſpiritual Being, that is viſible to ſpiritual- Natures, 
_ tho' inviſible to our Eyes of Fleſn. And that he 
alone is Self- eſſential, Self-exiſtent, Self- ſufficient 
and All- ſuffcjent; and ſo is independent 8 
OE lutely, 


; S to the Certainty of God's Being, it is as evi | 
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lutely, ſuperlatively, and infinitely perfect, immuta- 


ble and immortal; eternal, and immenſe, and 


therefore incomprehenſible to finite Natures. But 


is fo far comprehenſible, as to be rationally, de- 
lightfully, and ſatisfactorily known to rational Crea- 
tures z and may be viſibly ſeen by us, when we are 
intirely ſpiritual Natures, which we have more Rea- 
ſon to believe than a Man born blind, has to believe 
that we ſee the light of the Sun, of which our in- 
tellectual Eyes are real Evidences; for it is not our 


viſible Eye or Window of the ſpiritual; Soul, but 


our, intellectual perceptible, but inviſible Spirit, that 
internally and intelligibly views the elemental Light; 


- and which in our Sleep in the dark, plainly views 


Things as perfectly, as, by the Sun at Noon-Day, 
and hears and ſpeaks with a Voice audible and in- 
telligible to ourſelves, 

And infinite Wiſdom and Power appears in all 


Things inſtantly, and Goodneſs appears upon due 


Compariſon, as before prov d; with reſpect to Things 
conſider d in gradual Degrees, and as temporal and 
eter nal. | | l 4 
And Eternity may be known to be inconteſtibly 
certain, by a ſhort Retroſpe& to Time paſt, from 


this Day back to yeſterday ; and to a Year, to Mil- 


hons of Years, till you are convinced you may pro- 
ceed in Idea of Time to Eternity previous, and ne- 
ver find a Beginning. And if you look to Futurity, 


from this Day to to-morrow, and fo on to Millions of 
Tears; you muſt confeſs you may proceed in your 


Idea of Time future to Eternity, and never find an 
End; as Eternity is endleſs Time, containing all 
Era's and Periods of Time, and it is God's Eternity 
of Time and Duration without Beginning or End. 


And if you look up, and form an Idea of as large 

à Place or Space as you can imagine, you muſt needs 

intuitively and iniſtantly reflect that if you proceed 
wore | ä to 
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to enlarge your Idea, you'll find it immeaſurable 


and boundleſs, and that is Immenſity; calFd the 


Heaven of Heavens; for you can never ſtop and ſay 
Nothing is beyond or farther off, whether you call 
it Space or Place. 

But Truth is very much embarraſs'd by improper 
Words and Phraſes, of re real S'gnification, or of 
Self· contradictior, as the following Sections ſhew, 

Place is a Subſtantive, and Space an Adjective, 
and but an Interſtice between innumerable finite 


Places contain'd in Immenſity of Place; moſt pro- 


perly call'd Place, as being eternally made by God's 
immenſe Being, (who is eternally prolifick and produe- 
tive) and it is not an Expanſion from Nothing, or 
from a leſs to a greater. And thoſe Heavens faid 
to be ſtretch'd out or expanded, are the innumera- 
ble finite Heavens, or Spheres of heavenly Orbs, 
ſeemingly ſtretch'd, but in reality meaſur d round 
each Orb, to a limited Circumference ; and No- 
thing is ſtretch'd that is not tangible, as Clouds and 
Winds, Sc. are. It is true that finite Places, as 
well as Spaces, are meaſurable ; but Place is a pro- 
perer Term for a Habitation than Space; and to 
fay that God does not effentially inhabit, or locally 
occupy Space or Place, as ſome Acagemicks affect to 
ſay, is to ſuppoſe him a meer Fantom, and not 4 
real Being or ſpir tual Subſtance. - And as hat is 
moſt durable is moſt ſubſtantial, ſo ſpiritual Sub- 
ſtances are the moſt ſolid and ſubſtantial ; and Place 
a more ſuitable Term than Space for their Reſi- 
dence, and for their Motion and Action: And 
Space properly is but the Meaſure of their Projecti- 
on, fix'd and moveable. And to uſe the Terms 


Place and Space ſynonimouſly, makes Confuſion; 


and Immenſity of Place is more proper than Space, 
as the Term Space is us*d-for an Interſtice between 
Place and Place, and Place not us'd as an Interſtice 

| WL between 
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between Space and Space; or rather Inter- ſpaces 
with reſpect to Being, and Space is us'd as a Term 
in Time, more or leſs, as well as for ſo. much Space 
as a Body or Thing occupies, at reſt or in Motion, 
and between Place and Place. And they deny 
God to be Body, or to have a Body or Motion, or 
a Place of Reſidence or of Motion and Reſt, But 
the Term Body in my apprehenſion muſt ſignify, a 
Being or Thing that is ſeen or perceiv'd in its 
Effects, as Space is not, but is meerly paſſive ; but 
a perfect immenſe immutable indiviſible Body, is 
whole and entire; and not disjointed or divided in- 
to ſeparate Parts as Space is, but has Place in Space, 
But finite Bodies may be of different Forms or Fi- 
gures, and of a more firm or lax Conſiſtence, and 
be moving or mov'd, fix'd or changeable, ſpiritual 
or coagulate; in Fire, Water, or Earth; or mix'd, 
And ſo are in one terrignaqueous Body, liable to 
Separation or Diſſolution, ſome Spirits are fix'd, 
and ſome are volatile; and ſome Bodies are more 
or leſs denſe, and more or leſs durable or diſſolve- 
able, or diviſible into ſeperate Parts; and of greater 
or leſſer Dimenſions, or Quantities from immenſe to 
minute, and of various different Qualities, and all 
Bodies muſt have Places to be in, and Space is but 
a paſſive Receptacle for Body, and Place, in which 
the Body occupies and moves and reſides. 
I can't have any Idea of any Being or Thing, 
without an anne xd Idea of its having a Body, and 
Place of living and moving or being in. A Being 
or Thing. without a Body and Place (or Space when 
volant) to be in, ſeems a meer Fantom, and not a 
rea] Being or Thing: Our ſpiritual Souls are Bo- 
dies, as well as our Fleſh ; and our carnal Bodies in 
this Life are the Place, Houſe and Habitation of 
bur ſpiritual Bodies our Souls: And when they 
are ſeparated from our carnal Bodies, they are not 


deſtitute 


13 111 
deſtitute of Habitation, but have much more beau- 
tiful and glorious and permanent Manſions. Jobn 
xiv. 2, 3.—2. Cor. v. 1. t0 ver. 4. Jude ver. 6. And 
Job xix. 26. Is a Body of Fleſh, chang'd to a ſpiritual 
Body, 1 Cor. xv. 44. And Immenſity the bound- 
leſs Heaven of Heavens, is the Place of God's im- 
menle ſpiritual bodily Habitation. Col. ii. 9.—r 


Kings vin. 27, 30, &c. Eph. i. 3. and Chap. ii. 22, 


Every Being has a Body, and the ſpiritual Bo- 
dies are the moſt pure ſolid Subſtance, and there- 
fore the moſt durable, And terrignaqueous Bodies 
are condens'd from Spirit, and are refin'd to Spi- 
ic. | 

As no Periods of Time could be, if Time was not 
eternal, nor finite Places if there was not an im- 
menſe Place; ſo no definite Body could be, if there 
was not an immenſe Body, Col. 2. 9. And if it 
was proper to ſay there could not be any finite Space 
if there was not an immenſe Space; yet Place being 


a Subſtantive, and Space an adjective, it is ſubordi- 


nate and ſubſervient to immenſe Place, as that is 
God's boundleſs Habitation, his immenſe Kingdom, 
and eternal Throne of Glory. | 
I muſt not omit to explode a modern Poſition, 
of our Accademick Divines and others; that God 
exiſts by Neceſſity of Nature. If ſo then Neceſſity 
muſt be prior to God, and he muſt be but ſecondary 
and ſubject to it; but Neceſſity is the moſt abject 
Term cf all Things, and Creatures in Neceſſity are 
in the moſt wretched and miſerable State of Being. 
And Jobn Brine ſays that God exiſts of Ne- 


ceſſity againſt his Will, for if be will'd to be in 


Being, his Will muſt be his Being; but 
God's Being and Attributes exiſtent, and co- 
eternally” exiſting z and to Hat his Exiſtence is . 


of or by Neceſſity of Nature, is to affirm that Na- 
ture is prior to God, and is the moſt impious, and 


B 2 blaſphe- 
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blaſphemous Poſition that ever was utter'd or aſſert- 
ed: As it is by R. Murry à Divine, and by Jabn 
Brine, and B, * Bot I leave this abſurd No- 
vel, of which I have ſaid more at large elſewhere, 
and pals on to conſider God's Works of Creation. 
God has made all his Works gradual, from the 


greateſt to the leaſt, without any irregular Diſtances 


in Degrees, or Chaſms in them; and there is but 
one Degree between Spirit and Denſity ; and not 
only Things viſible and tangible have Bodies, but 
Things tangible and not viſible; as Wind is a Bo- 


dy, and ſo is pure Air, whoſe Motion is neither 


viſible nor tangible, but is perceptible in its Opera- 
tions and Effects: And the Body of Air is not finite, 
and confin'd to our Atmoſ "a6: but fills Immenſi- 
ty, bath with its moſt pure Spirit, and in gradual De- 
grees of Condenſity, and is the out-breath'd Spirit of 
Cad ; externally effluated from his prolifick and pro- 
ductixe Eſſence; which alone and only remains im- 
mutable. Gad is eſſential and Self- exiſtent, and 
eternally communicates his prolifick Energy and 


Efficiency gradually to all Things; and God can 


eternally preſerve Things, in an unchangeable State 
of ſpecificated Being; or change and rechange * 
as he pleaſes. 
But rightly to diſtinguiſh between God and 3 
tures, or Things created by him, we muſt conſider 
that Immenſity and Eternity are. plainly paſſive 
Beings 3 as Space is, and neither act nor product, 
but contain all finite Acts and Productions; and are 
not Self- made, or Self- producted, but are evidently 
made and producted hy an eternal, active, prolifick, 
and productive M whom we call Gad; whoſe 
Truth, Juſtice, Mercy, Peace and Love, 
and good Providenes ; are conſpicuous now, and will 


plainly appear to "6 * in . as eternally 


flowing 
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flowing from his infinite Wiſdom, Power and Good- 


nels. 

And farther to diſtinguiſh between Gad and his 
Works, it is evident that he is eternal, not Eterni- 
ty ; immenſe, not Immenſity ; or infinite, not In- 
finity.——But he eternally made Eternity, the eter - 
nal Time of his eternal Duration; and he eternally 
made Immenſity the boundleſs Place of his eternal 
Habitation, his univerſal Kingdom and ſovereign 
Government, and ſupream Dominion, and his im- 
menſe and eternal Throne of Glory; which he eſ- 
ſentially fills with his eternal Self-exiſtent Eſſence 
eternally; and fo is eſſentially, locally, and eter- 
nally omnipreſent in and throughout Immenſity ; and 
as a molt perfect Being, he is omniſcient, preſcient, 
retroſcient, commemorative, and retentionary z cver 
ſeeing, hearing, knowing, foreknowing, retaining, 
and eternally remembring all Things, as perfectly 
as if they were ever inſtantly preſent to his. Sight, 
and ſo indeed in ſome Reſpects they are; as not 


being deriv'd of Nothing, nor annihilated to No- 


thing; and as he has a perfect Idea of all Things, 
before they are in any ſpecifcate Being, and after 


their Diffolution to the firſt Ens of Creation, or of 


their former ſpecification z that is, of all ſuch Things, 
as he does not eternally preſerve in one invariable 
State, or exalt them to a more excellent State of 
Being, but reverts them to the firſt Ens of created 
Nature; from which he continually forms and re» 
2 many Things, as in his Wiſdom he thinks 
C 

And he is ever pre- ordaining, or predeſtinating 

ate and End of 


tive Things; but conditionally only of his rational 
Creatures, according to their good or evil Acts of 


free Will and Obedience or Diſobedience of his 


I r 
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commands given for their good; which his Fore- 
ee does not obſtruct, but his Grace enables 
do perform. Of which Man's Government is a Co- 

py in Equity, tho? imperfectly as Man is imperfect, 


or more or leſs perfect, and God moſt perfect. And 


common Reaſon ſhews the Difference of Acts com- 
mitted, by rational and irrational Creatures, with 


whom no Condition is made, but with us with re- 


ſpect to them; and we often arbitrarily chaſtiſe them 
without any Fault in them; but Reaſon requires 
Juſtice to them: And ſtipulated Conditions to be 
obſerv'd by rational Creatures, on Condition of an- 
nex' d Rewards and Puniſhments. 

And as an eternal Actor (in eaſy Reſt,) and as a 
prolipck Productor, eſſentially and immutably the 


fame in all his Councils and efficient Acts: God 


eternally created and fill d Immenſity, with Æther or 
þ ook Air; which is a Spirit, and is univerſal created 

ature; and he made it both paſſive and active, 
and his ſecond Cauſe 3 and as he eternally products 
the Spirit of Air, it is ever producting and is gra- 
dually producted, and call'd created Nature; and 
_ God makes it gradually product all its numerous 
and various Offspring in an infinite Variety, as de- 
ſign'd by his Wiſdom, and operated by his Power 
in Goodneſs. And Air is in the main unchange- 
able, but in part is tranſmutable by God's powerful 
Motion, to many Degrees of Condenſation ; and 
ow is refin*d again to Air by Rarefaction. 

And as God made Air ſecondarily prolifick and 
productive, of an infinite Variety in gradual De- 
grees of finite Cggtures and Things; theſe three 
evident Eatities, Wrnicy, Immenſity, and univer- 

ſal created Nature; God as an eternal and prolifick 
Productor, made them coeval with himſelf, And 
they are in Degree, the firſt or higheſt Emblem of 
Log Trinity in Unity of the Dez/y, of, which all 
* 
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Things in Nature have an Impreſs, in a Ternary or 
Triad of three prime Qualities ; and eſpecially and 
eminently in the ! Image of Gad, in Man's intellectu- 
al ſpiritual Soul, in the three Faculties of Under- 
ſtanding, Will, and operative Act, of which his 
Memory is a ſubſervient Record; and all theſe Pros 
perties in Man are but in finite Degrees of Perfecti 
on, and not comparable to God's infinite Perfection; * 
as what is eſſential in God, are not, nor can be eſſen- 
tial in Man, and are but Qualities impreſs d by God . 
in Creatures, but far ſuperior in Man, 'to his com- 
mon Imprels on Nature. 

And Man's Soul is an Emblem of the Trinity, 
as far as Finite is or can be compar'd with In- 
finite; that is, ſo far as the three Faculties are in- 
diviſible, tho' very diſtinct in Qualities and dif- 
ferent in Act; for tho* the Underſtanding and 
Will act ſedently, and the operative Act is the final 
Act, the Underſtanding is the Primordial, the Will 
the mediate, and the Operative the e. Act; 
but all three act in Unity, and efficient and effectual 
Productancy. 
lt is evident indeed that there can be but one Pri- 
mordial Cauſe of all Things, but the three chief 
Principles in each Thing are gradual in a joint Tri- 
plicity; and the gradual Degrees in all Things with- 
out any Chaſm, leads us gradually up to the Origi- 
nal; which by parity of Reaſon muſt conſiſt of three 
gradual Subſiſtances in one Eſſence united inſepara- 
bly, but acting diſtinctly and gradually, as prime 
ordial, mediate, and immediate Productors united. 
And each viſible· Element (imggoperly ſo call'd, for 
they are the Ofispring of Air) conſiſts of all the three 
Elements, and are plainly diſtinguiſhable from each 
other; for there is an earthy Quality in each Particle 
of Water, and a watiy Quality in each * 4 

art 
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Earth, and Fire in both; and there is a Terreſtrie- 
ty and an Aquoſity in Fire ——A Liquidity is ex- 
tracted from Flint, and Aqua-fortis is a fiery Spirit; 
and both Terreſtriety and Liquidity, are perceiv*d 
in the Sun by long Teleſcopes : And the Sun's three 
7 of Light, Heat, and Motion are Emblems 
the Trinity in Unity of the Deity; and the three- 
fold Graduality of Production that is in all Things, 


Mineral, Vegative, and Animal, are Emblems of 


it, as I have elſewhere ſhown in Particular. 
And as Generation is ſuperior to Creation, as is 
evident in God's eternal Act of generating his eter- 
nal Son and holy Spirit, and is perceiv'd in ho- 
mogeneal and heterogeneal Productions; and as in- 
ternal Emanation is more excellent than external 
Effluation; they are Evidences that the moſt ex- 
cellent Productions of the Primordial Cauſe, are by 
a generative Prolification as ſuperior to a creative 
Production. | 
And tho” the Generation in Mankind, is prima- 
ily more eminent than the generated, yet as being 
8 of the ſame Eſſence, they are equal in 
ature; and in mature Age they arrive at the ſame 
Perfection in all perſonal Reſpects, tho? of different 
Degrees; and this is a noble Emblem of the Trini- 
ty in Unity of the Deity; as by God the Father's 
eternal Communication, the Son and holy Spirit are 
_ equal with him in Eſſence and creative Production, 
Preſervation and Government; tho” in Perſon and 
Relation, the Father is ſupereminent. And now 
to ſthew the Fallacy of Academick Philoſophy, 
tho? as to Creation M made not any Thing of his 


Effence, for that is immutable; neither of Nothing, 


as they fancy, for that is a Non-entity that can't 


produce any Thing, nor can any Thing be deriv*d 
Y | * | > iS 
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of or from Nothing. It is dal a neceſſary? 
Word of Diffusction between what we do, or do 
not . perceive) and if any Thing could be made of 
Nothing, it would imply a a Want in God's prolifick 
Nature; Which can't pe in a perfect Being Self- 
ſufficient, and All- ſufficient; and his Sufficiency is 
not external, but internally inherent in himſelf, not. 


barren but ever fruitful, prolifick and productive. 


And God the Father's Ack of Generation is by inter- 
nal Emanation, in the immutable Eſſence, and the 
Creation of all Things is by external Effluation, of 
and. from, the immutable Efſence ; and by that ex- 
ternal Efluation, God eternally products Creatures 
and Things, as well as preſerves and governs them. 
And. we fee as God, products 'all created Things, 
of and from his frultful; Eſſence, by external Efflua- 
tion, without any Diminution or Change in his Na- 
ture: So we ſee the Earth which he has made an 
Emblem of his own Productioms, does continually. 
produce a vaſt Variety of Things Mineral, Vegetive, 
and Animal, er any ſenſible Change in its 


own Nature given it by God: Gen. i. 11, 10 25, 


Chap. ii. 11, 12. And both Air and Earth are 


Emblem of God's producting all Things, of and by 
the prolifick Efluation, ever externaliy effluated from 


his 1mmutable prolifick Eflencez which is impiouſly 


depreciated, by that. abſurd Notion of his making 
all Things out of Nothing; and it is the more im- 
pious to aſſert it, becauſe it muſt ſuggeſt that Cris 

human Nature, being originally made of Nothing, 


it muſt make an Addition in the Divine Nature i in 


his Perſon, by being united to it. 
But the Divine. Nature being infinite, can have 


no Addition; and being immutable, can have no 


Diminution by its Infinity of Productions z but as 


ever prolifick is ever productive, as well as preſer va- 
tive and reſtorative, and Iamenſity was never emp- 


ty, 
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ty, nor can it ever be over-full; and as God does not 
product any Thing of Nothing, neither does he 
annihilate any Thing, but changes and rechanges 
many 'Things as he pleaſes : And Annihilation is an 
abſurd invented Term as Vacuum is. As I ſhall 
demonſtrate. 3 r 

And thus tho? God is in one Senſe before all 
Things, as all Things are of him, Col. i. 17. Jobn 
. 1, 1, to ver. 4. Yet as an eternal Creator, Fc. he 
never began to act; tho? each finite Particular had 
a Beginning: And ſo he never was alone, without 
Creatures to adore him. | 
And God is an eternal Creator, immutable, as well 
as Preſerver, and Governor perpetual —And God 
by Motion in Concuſſions and Repercuſſions, caus'd 
a Condenfation in the ſpiritual Subſtance of Air, of 
many different Subſtances viſible to us, and tangible, 
of Fire, Water, and Earth; which is as all God's 
Works are, in ſome Degree, an Emblem of the 
Trinity in Unity of the Deir z and at his Pleaſure, 
he refines them again to Air by Fire; which rarifies 
the Earth and Water, and expires with them to 


Air, which is univerſal in created Nature, and not 


extinguiſh'd or extirpated to Nothing by Annihila- 
tion: For as Things were not made of Nothing, 
they are not reduced to Nothing; but reſolv'd to 
Air their firſt created Ens of Being, or preſerv'd in 
Individuals, or chang'd to ſome other State of 
Being, as God pleaſes. GR | | 
And as Gad is not a God in Part, but in, of and over 
the whole, he fill'd and continually fills Immenſity 
wich Air, which leaves no Vacuum in it, nor do pure 


Spirits need it; for they are free from Obſtruction and 


interference, and we freely move in Air, and ſo does 


Wind, which is Air's Product. And Vacuum and 


Annihilation are (not only Non-entities as Nothing 
ts). but needleſs and uſeleſs Words, and confus'd and 
By 
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mproper Terms; and ſo is the Term immaterial, 


es but as it is put for very little material, and ſo is 95d 
an as a ſort of Comparative with more material And 
ill to call Corruption Matter is an Abuſe of the Word, 
for Matter is Subſtance, and Corruption is a diſſolu- 
ll tion of Subſtance. God is the moſt material of all 
bn "Beings, and to ſay he is immaterial, is to deny his 
1C Being, or to make it of ſmall Account, as Things 
d called immaterial are faid to. be; but ſpiricual Sub- 
Ut ſtances, are ſpiritual Bodies of ſpiritua] Matter, and 
| ſpiritual Subſtances are the molt ſolid ; as they are 
1 the moſt permanent Matter: But the Academies 
2 have invented Words of no proper Signification, 
d and us*'d them contrary to common Senſe, and when 
of well conſider'd will appear to be fo and many 
e, Academicks write Accedent with i (i. e.) that is Ac- 
3 cident, as if they were ſynonimous Terms, when it 
_ "mY is impious to lay any Thing 1s an Accident or Chance, 
A or Caſual, tho they may ſeem fo to inconſiderate 
'S Men. But Accedent is an Adjective Relative ac- 
_— ceding to a Subſtantive, or a ſecondary Adjunct to a 
& - Principle; and Incident is a proper Term, and is 
1 an Adjective adhering to a Subſtantive. And we are 
A liable to Incidents, not by Chance, or as ſubject to 
0 Chance; abſurdly ſo called, but incidentally, and 
n not Accidentally ;and it is contrary to God's perfect 
f Government to call it fo, and to the holy Scriptures, 
dictated by the holy Spirit of Truth. Which 1 
r have ſhewn at large in another Place. 
The Academiſts impiouſly and abſurdly cofifirie 
e God to an imaginary Eleventh Heaven, encompaſs- 
& ing a Tenth Heaven ; which they abſurdly and im- 
s *8'* pioufly call the firſt Mover, comprizing nine Hea- 
4 vens gradually inferior, and in the lowelt they ſet 
y the Sun in the Center of its Syſtem, and make all | 
1 the inferior Planets circulate round it, and round - 
: one gener, from Mercury to Saturn; and yet call 
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them ſuperior and inferior, which they explain to 
be above and below ; .tho' Nothing in a Circle can be 
above or below, but on every Side the Center, or 
Side of one another. And after making the Sun 
the Center, they aſſign to it a vaſt and needleſs Ve- 
locity, in Conttadiction to their fix'd Seat of it in 
the Center: And by confining God to the Ele- 
vepth Heaven, and aſſerting that all beyond it is a 
Vacuum, void of all Being; they not only make 
Cad a finite Being, and a finite Governor, and de- 
prive him of much of his infinite Wiſdom,” Power, 
and Goodneſs; but diveſt him of his Honour of 
being eternally ador d and ſerv'd, eternally through- 
out Immenſity call'd the Heaven of Heavens, as it 
comprises all the innumerable finite Heavens. 
But God's Glory is as immenſe as his Being is, and 
is the ſame eternally throughout . 29 tho' 
not-vilible- to us now in this Life: But as he is 1 
AM, and ever was and ever will be the ſame, in 
Majeſty and Glory; he never was alone or a ſolitary, 
indolent, unactive Being; but was ever ador'd eter- 
ally. throughout Immenſicy.; for tho?. all finie 
Th hings had a Beginning, God's Creation never 
began, as before obſery'd, nor will ever end: 
And as an eternal Actor and Productor, he 
created many Worlds before ours, and ſince it was 
created, as has been obſerv'd by Aſtronomers, and 
will do ſo after ours, and many more Worlds ſhall 
end, and be new created, as doubtleſs many have 
been, of whoſe Eras we know not: But by the beſt 
- Chronology,. and the concurrent Hiſtory of many 
Nations; our own Solar Syſtem was created, A, M. 
6748 Tears paſt, to this preſent Year, A. H. of 
3748. As to the Time, of its End, we have no 
certain Knowledge; it is one of God's Secrets, which 
he will in time reveal, bur not to a Day or an Hour 
till it is ſeen. . SR 
15 * 5 1 have. 


bear any Proportion to it. 
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„I haye written. at large on theſe Subjects elſe- 
where as well as ſufficiently here, and prov'd them 
by many Texts of Scripture, for the Uſe of the un- 


learned; but as I now in Part write to Men who 


aſſume to be Men of Learning, I firſt appeal to Na- 


tural Philoſophy for their Conviction, or leave them 
to ſearch the Scriptures, ' or to_read what I haye 
written in the-Efſay on Religion, Sc. But after 


fully ae them by their own Teſt of corrupt 
Nature and fal 


lable Reaſon, or falſely pretended 
REVELATION for the ſake of the unlearned, I will 
ſubjoin here the Proofs of the holy Scriptures, - of 


the Wore of God, and the Trinity in Unity of the 
Deity. 

1, ver. 3, 14. Deut. XXxili, 27. Chap. x. 14— 1 
Kings viii. 27. 2 Cbron. ii. 6. Chap. vi. 18. {/aiab 


en. i. 1, ver. 26. Chap. ii. 4. Chap. xvii. 


Ivii. 15. Jer. xxiii. 23, 24. . Proverbs ch. vii. Mat. 
xXXvili. 18, 19, 20. John vüi. 58.—1 7obn v. 6, 7, 
20, 1 Cor. ii. 12. Phil. it. 10, 11. Fhalm viii. 
Pſalm xix. Pſalm c. And many Texts demon- 
ſtrate the Trinity in Unity of the Deity ; eternal, 
infinite, immenſe, omnipotent. Rev, i. 8. Chap. 
v. 13. Eſſentially and locally Omnipreſent, omni- 
ſcient Wiſdom Power and Goodneſs; and Man's 


eternal State is aſſerted, 1 Cor. xv. 44. Col. ii. g. 
Gen. iii. 45. Chap. Xu. 3. Chap, xxii. 18. Deut. 


xxxli. 39. 1 Sam. il. 6. Job xix. 25, 26, 27. Pſalm 
xvi. 8, to 11. Pſalmxvil. 15. 1 Cor. xv. Rev. xiv, 


13, Jobn xi. 25. Ex. iii. 6. Mat. xxii. 32. And 


ſleeping with Fathers and giving up the Ghoſt, &c. 
Eccles. xii, 7, 14. And many Texts in the old 


and new Teſtament, intend Man's future State of 


Life. | | | 

If God is not locally Omnipreſent eſſentially, he 
cannot be ſo potentially, for whatever is leſs than 
Immenſity, can make no Compariſan with it, or 


In 
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In a circumpos'd Kingdom, a King may be ſaid 
to be potentially preſent by his Officers, but not in 
a boundleſs Kingdom, if not eſſentially in every 
ok.. | 
Before I proceed fully to convict the Deiſts, 1 
will farther premiſe the evil Effects of pretended 
Revelatiomſts, or Teachers of falſe Faith; and here I 
muſt obſerve, that too many profeſs*d Chriſtians are 


ever learning, and never learn'd in the Knowled 


of Divine Truth : But are ignorant of it by depend- 
ing on their own fallible Underſtandings, and not 
forming their Reaſon by and adhering in all Things 
to God's infallible Teſt of Truth, which is his Self- 
evident Attributes in Unity: Or elſe they err in 
making them diſcordant, and affirming Things done 
by God's Power, which are contrary to his Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs. And too many impiouſly adhere to 


falſe Doctrine, and by their groſs Errors, they have 


been the cauſe of Deiſm and Atheiſm 3 and by being 
more numerous are more prejudicial to Truth, and 
to Mankind too, as I ſhall ſhew at large, and ex- 
plode that blafphemous Tenet of ſome Clergy, God's 
Being exiſts by Neceſſity of Nature. | 

But now having ſo far ſtated the Caſe, I will proceed 
to demonſtrate that a Deiſt is worſe than an Atheiſt, 
and ſome pretended Believers worſt of all. But 1 
muſt firſt confute Atbeiſn, and then Deiſin. | 
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ATHETS NM confuted. 
AN Albeiſt argu*d that all Things were pro- 
{A dutted by an unintelligent Nature, and made 
Chance ; as by Example of the Earth's product- 
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ing an infinite Variety of Things, and knows not 
that it produces them. 


I A rr the Earth produc'd Nothing of it 


ſelf, or without the powerful Influence of Air; and 


of the Sun and Rain; and that the Water and Fire 
within it by the Air's and the Sun's Penetration, 
producted Things in its Bowels, and that on its Sur- 
face it could not produce many neceſſary Thin 
without Man's Art and Labour, and that of itſelf; 
it was rather paſſive than active, or efficiently pro- 
ductive: Nor could Air, or the Sun, or Water, 
produce any Thing of themſelves, nor Earth, but 
all Things are of Gd. 

Or if Earth could of itſelf produce any Thing, 


within or upon itſelf, it could not do any Thing 


diſtant from itſelf; nor could it make itſelf; nor 
could any unintelligent Nature make, or guide and 
govern the Celeſtial Orbs invariably, in their ſeve- 
ral Courſes ; for all Things depend on God, the 
Maker, Mover, and Governor of all. 

Another Atheiſt that abſurdly fancies an unknow- 
ing Fate, or an unintelhgent Nature made all Things 
by Chance, aſk'd me ſneeringly, Why God did not 
make all T hings perfect at irſt, if he was a perfect 
Being? 


I anſwer'd, 


Not becauſe he could not do it, 


but becauſe as no Creature can be equal to him, or 


can know Things eſſentially as he does, they muſt 
be taught, and have Time tor Conſideration, Com- 
pariſon, and Experience, to arrive at Perfection; 
not that the Earth was made better or worſe by the 
Deluge, but will be perfected by the general Con- 
flagration, after it has been known ip its preſent 
Condition, as long as God in Wiſdom thinks fir, 


for the Obſervation of his rational Creatures; who 


will ever proceed gradually from one Degree of Per- 
fection 
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fection to another, to all Etemity. Pſalm lexxiv. ; 


7. 2 Cor. 11..18, 


When Atheiſts talk of Man' s natural Ca pacity to 


Knowledge, and to underſtand all Things ecetfary 
for us to know they don't, nor can do it without 
uſing the expreſs Words of God's ReveLation of 
it, in the holy Scriptures of Truth; ſome of which 


are retain'd in the moſt illiterate Parts of the Earth, 


by gradual Tradition from God's Original ReveLa- 


Io to Adam; the Certainty of which appears from 
Man's Want of Angelick Intuition, and brutal In- 


ſtint. And the Brutes Dread of, and Submiſſion to 
Man, proves his being made in God's Image; whom 


God did not leave when created, to learn Know- 


ledge ina long Series of Time: Firſt by Perception, 
ſuſtain'd by Retention, or Commemoration, and 
improv'd by Recognition, Reflection, or Recapitu- 


lation in Contemplation, in Solitude. And by |} 
Social Converſation, and preceptive Documentation, 


Ratiocination, and Argumentation, and compleated 


by Time and Experience to Perfection; and before 


he could have attain'd to it, might have been de- 
ſtroy'd, as not being created abſolutely immortal. 
As for Infants, Idiots, and Maniacks, that dye 


unperfected, God will fully perfect them in their 
future State of Life, And God not make Man ca- 
pable to know him, to be happy in the Knowledge 
of him for a few Leats only, and then to ceaſe to be 
2 Being, as 1 have e at * 
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HE dente peu, att Arbeifts in Dit 
guiſe, butt are worke, (as being Hy poctites3 
ach bat weer nominal Disc. And tfle other Claſſes 
are" ſtill” worſe,” as they pretend to believe in God, 
auch den ü tell of His Wiſdom/ and F] r, ard 
c, t avoid having evi Thougltts of him; as they 
neetis e muft have, by thinking Man's preſent Stats 
of Hife is as much in Evi; as Gdod And yet that 
ien End of his Being, and having no Relief or 
Recbmpenſe for all the! Injuries, \Injaſtice;' and Op- 
pteMion*thir all ſüffer i this Life: ino ſdme Degrec, 
from the King to the meuneſf Subj dh bende tho 
nat” Evil" of Hunger; Thur, Heat, Cold; 
i", Sickneſs; ahdl Paitifal” Denbez and theſe are 
gfeiter Fools, and more wicked than ibi oil 
ieee dae Gd; ande behevſng fo falſely 
of hits not te Hüve provided foÞ Man's furore 
State of better Liſe after this. Wi in en 
And I think it will appear that the Sixth Claſs of 
etend to believe a future State, and 
not to believe God's Divine ReveLaTION, are the 
worſt of all the Deiſts ; for nding to more 
Knowledge, 25 20 0 Need greater, 
and their Vanity in imagining 5 they can by the 
Light of Nature, khow all Thifts hut are neteff 
18 Matps tetppdraf and etefnab Happiness; is 1 
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ing, inſolently pretend they could have diſcover'd 


it all by the Light of Nature, and fo diſbelieve God's 
REvELAT ION und impicuſſy \affirm.it to be need- 
leſs. And yet the very Expreſſions they uſe, for 
their pretended Diſcovery of Religion, in all Th 
_ neceſſary to know and beſieve, and practiſe, in in 


| 
their Duty to Cad, and their Neighbours and them- 
ſelves, are taken from the; exprels, Words of God's 
Divine Rzvs LAT io, recorded in the holy Scrip- 
tures of Truth And they cauld know but very 
lntle: without it, as appears by the concurrent Re- 


ts of many credible Travellers of diſtant Nations, 
m many ſucceeding Ages, who affirm that there 

are People in many Parts of the World, that have 
but very little and very dark. Notions of a, Deity, 
or of any Sort of Religion. And therefore as the 
moſt diſtant Inhabitants t sgree, in ſome few Poi 
oft a future State, andi many of them pf the Body's 
Ne ſurxection to Life a it muſt needs be retain'd by 
Fradition, from God's Original Rxvz A AT io of it. 
And-fo.are:all che Truths that remain e the 
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of! which they beaſt; as df an-ipfallible, Guide to 

Fruthz they have. orfain*d the moſt, foohiſh 120 
wicked Iuſtitutes for Religion and Law. Such as 
the Worſhip of Brute Animals, and Vegetiyes, Me- 
tab, Stocks and Stones, and offer d their Children 
in Sactiñee to Devils And have thought it the 


greateſt Piety, and = ae Service to God, 
Jai | ro 


than that Men act ing by the Light of Nature, 


9 * * 
md ha Ae 4 


kk. 


* 


r 


> ²˙ i 6 ©  #& ©. _ ant S „ hd > wi. 


1 
q 
| 
| 


OOLrYYY COMP WT FRI es. Wee a. 


1 27 


to iMaffacre pious and innocent Multitudes, in the 


moſt inhumaa, cruel, and painful Manner. John 


-Xvi; 2. Of which there are abundance of Inſtances 
in Fliſtoties Antient and Modern; and thus they 
eſtabliſn the greateſt e _ ne un 


Fſalm xciv. 20. 

But farther, to n this vain Concer of Na- 
ture's Light. It is evident by God's Attributes, 
that he created Man in Innocence and purity of Na- 
ture, in a Capacity to attain to Wiſdom, true Ra- 
tionality, Virtue and — and IND 


whiehiis an Image of Gt 7 9 , 


{And it is obvious that Man by the in Ute 4 his 
free Will, which God gave him for his good, has 
corrupted: his Nature, and clouded his Reaſon ; and 


inſtead of Virtue and Goodneſs, Equity and Righte- 


ouſneſs, he has made Pride; Vice, Wickedneſa, 


Avarice, Envy, Hatred, and Malice, Revenge, and 


Cruelt ya the Rule and Guide of his falſe Reaſon- 
ing: What then is: a Religion of Nature, but as 
drawn from the above horrid ghaſtiy Picture ? And 
it is not only the moſt ĩmpious Blaſphemy, but the 
greateſt Folly to call Religion, natural Religion, or 
the Religion of Nature 3 for God did not leave Re- 
ligion to Man, in his unfallen State, to inſtitute it 
as he thought fit; no! that would be giving his 
Sovereighty to him ; but Gd ordainꝰ dia Religion 
ſuitable to the Nature of his rational Creatures, not 
whiſper'd to them by a ſilent Inſtin&, but as ſuit- 
ing the Dignity of his Commands, in a viſible Form 
by his Angel by an audhble Voice: in verbal Pre- 
Cefitse Gen. iii. 8, &. Hurd TL ivo 
And now to take che boneſt way to convict, Es, 
condemu the Deiſts, who think Man's preſent State, 
and that of Brute Animals, was the ſame at the 
Creation as it is no; we aviog neither the Intui- 


9 W but 


muſt 


muſt; be bugnt Knowledge: for our Safety and Kap 


12861 


pineſs, and not be abſolutely, but — 
ammbortal- fam Aciv. 10. How many Mays 
might they ha verbeen de ſtray d, —— could 
Learn to-praſervectheir Lives They could i hat di- 
tinguiſh Food from Poiſon, of a blong Time, as 
-Bruces naturally do, nor ſoon know that Water 
would drowtt, or Eire: burm them to Death ; ſo that 


If many Men had been arcated at once, they might 


have been all deſtroyd, nor onult they poſſibly. ever 


have believid à future State, or the Reſurreſtion of 


the Body, but by God's RR]απꝰ]. ATN f it. 
Or if in a very lung Time, they might bave faucy d 
ſome obſcure Notions of it, we ſee by ſome Ex- 
amples that ĩt muſt have bean in a very im perfect and 
unſatisfactory Manner: And)tow miſerable a State 
muſt Man Rave thought humſelf to be in, not know- 
ang howor hy what, ur by whom be came into 
Being, till hy ailong and idiſconſolate Obſer vation, he 


might gain ſame ſort af faint Belief af Cod, and 


2 ſomething of a future State; and to difeover 
Being only, andi not his Will and Laws, could 
not anſw er the End. The Sudlucess Diſbe lief of a 
future State, is a Sort uf Proof that Meri:could ne- 
vet have beliey d it, or but in a very imperfect and 
un ſatisfactory Manner, but by God's Rxver ation 


of it ; und therefore they that do not believe that 


God revenl'd, and by his Angels verbally taught 
our Primogenitors, (in the Want of Intuition and 
natural Inſtinct,) all Things neceſſary to their tem- 
poral and eternal Happineſs, they muſt; needs have 
more evil Thoughts — ood Ones of God's Na- 
ture, and charge him with! fections, and more 


evil Qualitigs in his Attributes, than thoſe Deiſs 


can do that don't pretend to ſo much Kno ledge 


and Belief as theſe: bogit of, For Acts of unavoid- 


able Ignotrauct are not Faults, and Sins uf Indolen- 
Bunt 8 cy 
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cy/atesriatdo» great, as of thoſe that boaſt of their 
ſuperior 8 and Knotyledge, and are wilfully 
ignotant of the Fruth of Divine R vA tion ; 
and do impiouſij and obſtinately deny it: Which 
the Sixth aſs of Deiſts the wort of all; 
for thoꝰ as he does nat diſbelie ve: a future State, 
and obſer vas allithe Evils that Man fuffors im this 
Life, he muſt belieue that Go is more Evil 1 in Na- 
ture than Good, the attributes it to 
and defiviency in God's Nature only but he that 
pretends to . the Light of Nate, hat he 
think C has not reveald, muſt artriburt God's not 
.revealing-4t, not 10 A defect in im but to a'wil- 
the Knowledge of Mary's eternal State 

ble ppineſa, (if not his own Fault) ta 
e him anxious in Mind, and fany ways mi- 
derabila'i in this Life ; und deny him Knowledge of 
the. certain Means of 'obraining' à happy eternal 
Life; and ſo muſt think C to be Ker ihe. melt 
onyel anti maltvdlent Nature. 2 

And thus itheſe Das are greater Pooh 120 

ee in - thinking evilly of Cod than the 
Atheiſt, who can't think Evil of "God: But he will 
be ſud for diſbelief- of God, *agamit the Evi- 
af his Senſes, that can't but perceive in 
Wiſdom and Power in all Things” 4 ein <q 
that Wiſdom:is Goognefs.” £113 
And as to their n- of ChD Hor“ revealing, - 
his? Will and Laws to all Men at once, and that he 
ſhould do it continua in every ſuceeeding Age 
I anſwer, that: altho' it is evident by the con- 
current: Hiſtories of all intelligent Nations, that 
each Nation deſcended from one Man and Woman, 
gradually increaſed from a few to great Nations, 
andthe: Dei can't deny that in 10, probability All 
Men proceeded at firſt from one Man and Womar, 
andi that they did ſo again at the World's Deluge is 
2 evident; 


E. 


1 
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evident ; for the Deluge is -prov'd:beyond: all Ob- 


Jections, of which I will not be particular here, ha- Me 
- ving-prov?d;it in the Eſſay. And if I ſhould hu- bel 
mour the abſurd Fancy of ſome, of many Men being bY. 
created at once 3 but the Earth not fully peopled the 
| 2s; now, wor. that would have made a continual R1 
Creation, better than generating: it would have been no 
the ſame, Thing in God's revealing; himſelf to them on 
All at once, (ſuppoſing them an Hundred) as to one, be” 
and by him to all his Foſterity, or by them ta all bl: 
.their Foſterity, by making it their Duty toſteach it * 


to their Children, and ſd on from Age to Age, 
Which, if duly perform ' d, there could be no need 
of. God's repromulging it to every Man in all: ſuc- 
ceeding Generations: Nor could it ſuit Man's pre- 
ſent Nature, to bear a Voice that could be heard by 
all Men now on Earth at once; and to whilper-it 
to each, muſt have made them unſociable Creatures, 
and to hive had it ſo, Man muſt have been: quite 
of a different Nature or Speries, and not the ſame 
as we now are: And this muſt unhinge or make a 
Chaſm in Nature, and the Want of one conſider- 
wie Species of Being and imply a Defedt im: Cad, 
leaving) Man's preſent State of Being out vs 
cation. But when Men wilfully forges 
3 and ſet up their own Iuventious; it was Wen 
ſufficient that God did once repromulge it to Ifuel, 
and all the mix d Multitude af other Nations with 
them, and their frequent call to other Nations that 
came to ſee. their Devotion, to learn the Truth. 
And they gradually to others, and to eommand his 
Apoſtles and Miniſters to teach it to all Nations, 
and to continue to do ſo; and that it is nat done, 
is. Mans Fault, beſides of repeating it to his Pro- 4 
Thets occaſionally z; and he wrought Miracles: to ? 
appar hs, en in the view of e 5 
1 ee 1104 5 
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Men of Veracity, an u, be'a Fally;to dif- 


believe them. WS 209; Wan- ot v6 aw 2419 i 
The Deiſt, male the grand 3 Religion, 
the: greateſt 'Objectiva,, to/-the Belief of Sctipture 


REVELA Io, which 1 never ſaw fully anſwer d: 


not can the Doubt be ſaugfactorily: mum 10 by 
one. well weigh'd Conſideration. : 

The Objection is form'd of che mok, — and 
blaſphemous- of all Errots, as taught in W 
LAT ION ISS as the greateſt; Truth.” bt %e 

How can you poſſibly believe that 2 Being 
of infinite, Wiſdom and Power and Sade 
being perfectly happy in himſelf, and not needing 
any Thing, nor could any Thing add to his Fe- 
licity, nor could he be hurt or damaged by any 
Thing; but for his Pleaſure he created all Things, 
well fore · knowing the Event of all Things. And 
firſt he created a great Number of Creatures call'd 
Angels, when he fore-knew that a great many of 
them would rebel againſt him, and make War with 
thoſe Angels that were loyal to him, Rev, xii. 
And that he-ſhould/ nor only, not deſtroy them by 
his Power, but having alſo made Creatiites)in his 
own. Image, call'd Man; he ſuffer'd-the canquer'd 
Angels to ſeduce Man, to join with them in rebel 
ling againſt Cad. And for which he doom'd the 
Angels: to eternal Torments, without. all. poſſibility 
of eſcaping it, or of Relief, only he gave them 
ſome. reſpite, before the final; Execution of his Sen- 
tence upon them; and during that Reſpite; he left 
them at Liberty to ſeduce, not only the firſt Man 
and Woman that he created, hut all their Poſterity. 


For which he not; only predeſtinated and doom'd 
them to the ſame eternal Torment, as he had done 


all, the rebellious Angels call'd Devils, hat mate 
the Devils that duc them to Sin their Tormen- 


d Only he had . 
Mankind 


4 


r 
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— thut Sentence, Buf on 
Terms which he fore-knew but few offi HG WOK 
complip-withj-and forthe greater Part muſt endure 
otertal Torments in Nel with/the' Devils; and' be 
tor mente \by! them fort Being ſeduc'd by them: 
Andi is this not making God whoſe Power is abſolore 
and uncontrolable, infifitely! worſe tian the Devils 
is repreſented tire? Oonſidering chat his Power is 
mined, and! contronble b God as he- thinks fit ? 
This, ſaid a Deiſ is thetſurrof-all Seripturt Rv r- 
zanion, 7 whicty plainly'repreſetits God to be a Being 
 of-the-nioſti eruel Nature, in predeterminitig and 
| n Creatures te eternal Tor- 
Eee 07 D228 27 ns Ho 100 Site Ins 
UA Thigcindeed'is an Othectlon hien but one 
Thing! dan diſprove; and chat his! Hot been fo 
well conſidet d as it 60ght to be! But the State vf 
tha: Caſo has bee mal fut worſe, by Mens wrong 


Notions andacrubl - Ntereb ; ahd in Pate By mf. 
'T 


copyings, ard Miltrarflationsof rhe Scyipttites;' 
God tad. not given alf Crititures' thät Have Life, 
Sent ant Mbcion, few Will te acbf they mai 
-bs inſenſibteMachines.o Bur Gd cant telt 
_ Afvpar prevent then aftinÞ as he pPleaſes; but 
— ag york of Vol, cannot beExpleded 
ov Trude char dy Mind"fAlibk® Renſbhz bür 
chargid Ton by 
_ Know of Gl oy depending om their Welk 
Undlerſtaniimg or byaheir: oN cracl” Natures, 
ovibyi afllinitng tos themſelves to be Gode, and in- 
_ tibiiridigitheir own In ventions, inſtead'of 60 Rx. 
e 
6 —— <aritlible-Tie of em) there 
is motynorican be any Certainty of ae is trüie or 
falleReligion'y and ehis in Time would PN an end to 
all dcuigion Bot there is am infallible” Feſt of 
PrixhningHeligibiy/:and-410% ſflevidetr; fot it-is 
baidngM 1 


Mans not eairäegithe trübe 8 
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moſt excellent; as Groſs Things do of Fine, Dark 
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1 
God's Self. evident Being and Attributes, of which 
all created Things are inconteſtible Evidences; and 
the. holy Scriptures tryꝭd by this Teſt, will be in- 
fallible Evidences of God's Truth. 


_ [!,On chefs Confiderations the Cale of the Apcuſbti⸗ 


on of Gad muſt be ſtated; (viz.). God only has, or 

can have, eſſential Ideas of Things in Non-ens, or 

unn ere e 
And no Creature can have an Idea of any Thing 


but what they ſee, or by ſome other Senſe perceive. 


Nor could they have a true Eſtimate of any Thing, 
but by comparing it with ſome other Thing :; from 
a Medium to two oppoſite or contrary Extremes, 
by external. Obſervation or internal Perception, or 
intellectual Ratiocination ; of the Difference of 

Things in the. Mind, or in the bodily Senſation, 


whichodemoriſtrates tbat an infiaite Variety is ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary, to give rational Creatures a true 
Idea of ſuperlative Perfection, and entire Satisfacti- 
on in their on State of Being. And altho' the in · 
finite Variety is in gradual Degrees, without any 
Chaſm or Itregularity, it muſt proceed from a Me- 
dium to immeaſurable Extreams of Time and Place, 


as well as of finite ſpecificated Forms, and Figures 


of Things. In which Variety Deformity as a Con- 
craft} gives us a true Idea of Beauty, and of Things 


of Light, Pain of Pleaſute, and Death of - Life. 
And it any Thing in Variety was wanting, ultimate 
Perfection could not be, or we. could not be fully 
ſenſible of ir, or perfectly ſatisfied in the final End. 


For without an infinite Variety, God's Works could 


not he infinitely perfect, nor any rational Creature 
infinitely: and endleſly.; happy; as they could not 


ever increaſe in Knowledge: and Wiſdom, and 
Fappineſs, if there was any ne plus ulira, and No- 


thing more to knaw:; But the Bleſſed, will ever in- 


Dignity and Excellence. N 01 A r 1 


—— Cod and Creatures, muſt have depriv'd the 


25 


1 


cteaſe in Knowledge and Wiſdom, and contintially 


proceet in gradual Degrees of Perfection, from 
Strength to Strength, and from Glory to Glory, in 
God's "viſible preſence'y in his Glory that is ever il - 


luminating: the boundleſs Immenſity, throughout all 
Eternity. Late ii. 32 Chap. xi. 31. Pſalm bexxiv. 


7. 2 Cyr. ih. 18. Col. i. 10. Chap. ii. 19. Phil. i. 
„ 10. Eph. iv. 13. Col. ii. 3. Iſai. lu. Souter. 
th; 1, 2. vert 17. Chap; xxi. 1. bo wer. | 
But Selfeconceited Men fancy Aer ie 


"ol they "know Nothing. as they ought 10 know, 


x Cor. viii. 1, 2. Chap. Kili. 2. 2 Cor. x. 5. And 
ſo thoꝰ ever leatning, they will never be ſcarnid in 
the-Knowledge of the Truth, Dan! hi. Bas 


RE * Deer „een 4 ns: | | 
And without an infinite Vwiety, and e | 
ledge,/: thehigheſt Orders of An- 


Werenſd of Know 
gels could not be perfect in Knowledge and Happi- 
neſs.” 154 Pep, 1.12. And if there was no Creatures 
bout themſelves, they could — be ſenfible of their 


Ad had G created * Kindiot 
thoſe'of the higheſt Order of Angels, and told them 
ne coùid have created many Kinds of Creatures in- 
fefioy to them, and ſubject to Heat and Cold, Pain 


ud Sickneſt, and Death, and Anxiety of Mind 


hey could have bad no more Senſe oft any of 


theſe Things, than we can have of a ſet Colour, 


that we never ſaw, nor eouſd Adam ha ve had any 


Idea * Deark," if r not feen it in ſome Crea | 


Wees. 
The vlt Diffetence en ni ans finite, 


Angels of having any Idea of their own. Dignity or 
Excellence, or Satisfaction in their own Being: For 


without Things inferior to compare with, they could 


vot have thought 3 of — we 
x - now 
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ſon for t will ſoon a 
of: which I will here enlarge by way of Ea 


Ow 


do, do of the leal worthy Thing in Natures And. 


ic is by Things inferior hat we de or can have 4 


| true Eſtimate of our own Being. 


And now muſt take notice of too many bes do 
believi God's: DivineRevvaT ion, but are apt to 
doubt of God's Goodneſs; becauſe ſo many: Men in 
the World are ignorant of i it. But God is vindicated _ 
in this, by teaching our Primogenitors as; beer 
ſaid, and by them all their Poſterity, all Mankind, 
all Things neceſſary to their Safety and Happinefs, 
And commanding: them to teach their Chil- 
dren. And if Cod had not given Man (and all other 
Creatures of Senſe and- Motion) free Will to act, 
(in a great Meaſure tho“ not uncontrouiable): — 
muſt have been inſenſible Machines. 

Gad fore: knew that rational Creatures cel ill- 
vſe and abuſe their free Will, and of natural and 
unavoidable Conſequence. ſyffer-evil for it; But he 
had not only prepar'd a Remedy But he alſo 
predefign*d experimental Evil, not only as à juſt᷑ 
Puniſhment for Evil doing, but as 4 neceſſary Ex- 
pedient to tend to, and end in Good ſuperlative. 
Cen. ii. 9. Ram. viii. 17 to ver. 22. And there 
fore he-ordain'd that good · Men ſhould-in-this Life, 


ſuffer 'more Evils, than evil Men ſhould do. Heb. 


xil '5,,t0/11: 1 Cor.,xv..19; And the goed Res- 
ar plain, on conſideration 


phaſis, and Inculcation. God: only has, or can 
have eſſential Ideas of Things and that ina Creature 
can know the intrinfick Value of any(T hing, but 
by external Compariſon, or internal. Experience; 
and we attain a more perfect Knowledge of! Thing, 


by internal Experience, than by external-Obſerva- 


tion and Compariſon And not leſs than an infinity 
of various Particulars in graduab Degrees, could 


perfect our Knowledge, and give us a true Eſtimate 
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of Thing $ moſt excelent, and conſunimite our final 
and - | And eng: nee 


And altho* there is no Chaſm or Flaw in the gra- 
dual Variety, and gradual Procedure of Things, 
yet from a iedium, all Things muſt of courſe 

| _ gradually proceed to oppoſite and contrary Ex- 
"mens; as from the Medium warm, gradually to 
_ exceſſive Heat and Cold, and hence are all Degrees 
of Pleaſure and Pain. And there is a Medium and 
gradual Degrees, between the brighteſt Light, and 
the greateſt Darkneſs. And as Death is neceſſary 

to ieſtrate Life, it muſt be in vaſt Variety both 
a6 to the Time and Manner of dying, from loftancy 
to old Age. 
And a ; State is codenr! from hence, (vix.) 
— -Altho* God's Image in Man is much defac'd, 
it fill appears, by the awful Dread that all Brute 
Creatures have of Man. 
And as Gad has made Man capable to * him, 
and to be happy in the Knowledge of him, it is 
contrary to God's Wiſdom, to give them Life but 
for a Moment, or a few Hours, or Days, and then 
ceaſe to be. No — A Time will be when all 
Men who never ſaw the Saviour of the World, nor 
ever heard of him on Earth, ſhall ſee him, Mat. 
xxiii. 39;<—Rev. i. 7. and will confeſs him to be 
their Saviour to the Glory of Gad, Phil. ii. 10, 11. 
And then as God ordain'd a Time for all Things, 
Eacles. iii. 11, 17. It will be the ſame compara- 
tively in Degrees, to the Infant as to old Age. 
. {/as. Ixv. 20. But here is no Plea for thoſe who 
in this Life might have known their Saviour, and 
would not believe in him or obey. him, but wilfully 
diſobey him, and they are without Excuſe : For 
tho we have but little intuitive Knowledge, as — 


(471 


of Angels, or laſtinct as that of Brutes, we tay 
attain to a more perfect Knowledge than either f 


them, by perceptive Documents, and internal and 
external Comparatives and 


ſuffering in Life, is as Nothing in Compariſon to 
eternal Happineſs, and it is our own Fault if we 
ſuffer in our future State of Life: God is in 
all, and he has made all Things to tend to, and 


end in Superlative Gocd ; ſo all Things are in _ 


„Gen. i. 31. Tho” as contrary they are 


Nature, or would make a Confuſion. Some Men 
muſt have higher Degrees of natural Capacity,/ and 
of Honour and Happineſs than others, in the Life 
after Death, as well as in this Life; but fo as all 


will be perfectly happy if not their own Fault, to 


ſuffer God's juſt and terrible Judgments for Sin, and 

final Impenitence. And to have but low Degrees 

of Happineſs in an eternal State, compared with 
the bleſſed Saints. 

And as to natural Sufferings they have good Ef- 

fects in this Life, if rightly us'd'z as Experience 

ſhews, beſides the incomparable recompence thro? 


Chriſt in Life eternal, Rom. vili.—1 nd *. —2 


Cor. iv, and Chap. v. 

And the Sufferings of Brute Animals are ſmall 
and ſhort, compar'd with the good they enjoy, and 
makes them more ſenſible of the good, as it does 
us, and fo is better for them as well as for us, than 


not to have any Sufferings at all. And if they 


had no Sufferings, Man could not have been very 


patient or caly-under any Sufferings, nor have had 


ſo juſt Thoughts of God's good Providence, or 
r of a future Stare of Life, | A 


lence.——And as 
no Era of Lime can compare with Eternity, our 


tinguiſh'd by the Terms good and ry Marr Evil, 
Cbap. ii. 9. And as an exact Equality can't be in | 
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[35] 
E is regſonable to belieye by. the Perfection of 
84 that he created our Primogenitors in a more 
perfect State, than ours u. is and if we have 
true Faith. in, Cod, we have no Reaſon to repine, 
that we of patural Conſequence, partake of their 
fallen; Stager: Since we may Nude of the Redemp- 
tion by Miſt, and in and by him of an. Elevation 
to à higher and more glorious State, than we could 


have enjoy d in our Ptimogenitors unfallen State of 
Being. As experitnental Knowledge excels intuitive 


Knowledge, and as God will reward all Suffering; 
if not for Sima in Chriſ, who ſinned not; and tho“ 


hp they; hadi a mote: perfect Image of Gad implanted i in 


them, than we now haye, yet we may in Chrift our 


gracious: Redeemer, have that bleſſed Image re- 


new*d/in us.. And now the to keep us humble; 
we don't ſo much perceive it in our ſelvts, as from 
the Brute Animals; and tho* our Dominion over 
them 1 in Love, is impar' d to Fear and Dread of us 
in ſome of them, and but in ſome of them, a will: 
ing Obedience to us in Love remains, and the Diſ- 
obedient may be conquered by us; and if they 


ſometimes: rebel againſt us, it is becauſe we rebel 


. againſt. G: But as they in general ſhow: that God's 
Image in us, tho defac'd, is conſpicuous to them, 
it ſhould fill us- with Wonder, and excite us to uſe 
our utmoſt Endeavours to regain it in Xie en * 

tet 3 
And as to our fugure State, we: thinks all imagg- 

Wy Reaſon, from Gad's Self-evident : Artribates, 

to believe his RxVRLA TAO of: it, and we can't 
deny but that Gad has given Evidences of it ia ma. 

ny. Things and can as well preſerve our ſpiritual 

Souls in Life eternal, as one Minute of Time.. 

And chat he can as well raiſe our fleſhy Bodies, and 

revive them from. Duft,! avatfirfliucreate them ol 
Duſt; as we fee they were by their _—_E to 

| | | : 
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Duſt. efict Death: Or. if our Limbs are 
and buried in far diſtant Parts of the Earth, or de- 


vour' d by rapacious Beaſts, or Fiſh; it is 0 Ob- 
jection. For Gd who firſt created all the Atoms; 


that-he-condenfed from the. Spirit of Air, in the 

of our Sohar Syſtem, to coryoin and coneret: 
and form the Planetary Orbs in the Syſtem at its 
Creation; he can rejcim bur ſcatter'd\Parts, and re- 


Bne the Body to Spirit, from whence it was con- 
dens d. and rejoin it th the Saul at the Reſur- 


rection, in one ſpiritual Body, and preferve iti en- 


tire for ever in Life eternal, and conſummate Fe- 


licity. Andithere are fevttal Types, or Emblems, 
of our Bodies Reſurreftion, in ſome. Mens 
three or four Months, (vi. the: Man at Bath, 
about: 40 Yeats ſince) and in Brute Cxeatures that 
continue many Months more that aſleep, in a Sort 
of real Death, tho! not in a Diſſolution of their Bo- 
dies, to a Separation or Duſt;——And tho* many | 
Falſities are often taisd to diſcredĩt one or a few 
Trutha, there haue been in every Age, ſome fei- 
real Apparitions of the Spirits of deceas i Bodies df 
Men, not only ſeen, but pad by ſome very ex- 
Effect; fuch as diſcovering Murderers 
with Proofs of · their Guilt, Sci But cheſe Funda- 
-mentals could not Have been ne without 
Cod's revealing them. 1 
i: Aindrtho? all Men Ws not now "ihe Knowle 
of Gad's ReveaPd Religion, the firſt Receders from 
it and not teaching tit to their Childeen, will be 
ſeverely 'puniſh'd. for it, in their future State of 
Life; but not they who can't poſſibly Know it. If 


when every Eye ſhall ſee the World's Redeemer, 
Kev. i. 7. they then profeſs their Faith in him, 
and ſay, Bleſſed1s be Ibat comts-in the Name of Go the 
Lord, Mat. xxiii 29. Then de Me ſhall botw- 10 


uin, and every Fongus fall a W | 
| boow | | emer, 
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| deether, tothe eternal Glory of Gad, Phil. ii, 10, ar. 


But in the Reſtoration of all Things, AA, iii. 2 1. 
b. i. 10. Cal. i. 10. it will not make an Equality, 
but be as Mat. xix. 30. ver. 28. and Dan. xii. 2. 

many ſhall be in a low State, and contemptible 

Qa. in Compariſon with thoſe that ſhall ſhine as 

bright Stars in the Heavens, ver. 3. Luke xii. 32. 

Yer ſo reſtor*d as that all ſhall be happy and mag- 

nify God's Mercy, and be thankful for their delive- 

ance from Torment, and be content in Eaſe, -tho* 
in a low State; which will be an eternal Puniſh- 


nor be advanc'd to the Dignity and Honour of the 
| 5 2 biene Saints and holy Angels. 
Baut in the final End, all rational Creatures ſhall 


We. be more happy, than any irrational Creatures could 


1 be. Angeh or Men, if there was not an infinity of 
1 various Things. from a Medium to oppolite Ex- 
j treams, and Contrarieties; by which it is evident 
that as God oply has eſſential Ideas, and that Know- 
edge ia rational Creatures, muſt be attain'd in 
Time by Precepts, Compariſons, and Experience; 
Jo as before oblerv'd, had God created but one 
Species of Beings, chat of the higheſt Order of An- 
gels ; the vaſt Difference between God and Creature, 
and the Want of Objects of various lower Degrees 
to compare with, it would have given them no 
Idea of chemſelves; but as the meaneſt Thin 
ais now in Being ſeems to us: And they coul 
have been ſenſible of their Dignity and Happiack, 
'which ſhews the Neceſſity, and excellent Uſe of 51 
vaſt Variety that God created. 


but by Compariſon, or Experience; thefefore every 
I —4 in Nature, nſuſt have its contrary ; the leaſt 
Good to ſhow: the Excellency of the beſt. And 


Good, 


— 


_ 


As Cod only knows Things eſſentially, and we 


ment, as they never can regain what they have loſt, 


n, Cod n * Cen. ii. 9. to illuſtrate the 


ee as 


re 


*. 
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Good, and to tend to, and end in final Good Su- 
perlative. And tho* God does not tempt or force 
his ratiohal Creatutes to Sin, he permits their being 
tempted to fin. James i. 13. ver. 12, to 18. 1 
Pet. i. 6, 7. 2 Pet. ii. 8, 9. Mat. iv. 1. And 
their fintiitg in the greateſt Degree, Rom. vii. 13. 
that they may be the more fully ſenſible of the Ex- 
cellency of Chriſt's redeeming us from all Iniquity, . 
and as Sin abounds, God's Grace will ſaper-abound. 
Chap. v. 20, ver. i. 15, to 20. If we finterely re. 
pent of our Sins, Rom. vil. 24, 25. 2 Cor. i. 3, to 
7. Col. i. ti, to 19. As iii. 25, 26. Titus ii. 11, 
14. And God's e and Pardon, will encreaſe 
our Love of him, Lake vii. 47. ver. 41, 42, 44. 
and conſequently add abundantly to our Happineh; ; 
and all Things will operate together for the final 
good of all God's rational Creatures eternally. Jobn 
Xvi. 21, ver. 20, 22, ſhews how much greater 


Joy is after Sorrow, of which one that never felt 


Sorrow, is not capable of knowing. 1 San. x. to 
18. Chap. ii. 1. to 10. Luke i. 46. to 55. Halm 
Cxiii, Rom. viii. 17, to 25. and whole Chap. 2 Cor. 
iv. 17, 18, and whole. Chap. Chap.” i. 5, to 11. 
and whole Chap. | * 

And as a Supplement 1 will repeat and 
add, that Nothing can be fo great a Cauſe of 
Atheiſm, Deiſm, Prefumption, Doubtiag, and De- 
ſpair, as the Doctrine of eternal Torment, con- 
trary to God's holy Attributes, and to the genuine 


| Senſe of the holy Scriptures, try'd by that infalhble 


Teſt of Trath ; P/alm xii, 6.— 1 The. v. 21. And 


if God's infinite Mercy makes any Man Sin pre- 
ſumptuouſly, that Grace may abound, Rom. vi. 1. 


their Torment will be double in Degree, and 
Length of Duration, Rev, xviit. 4, to 8. but not 


etergal. | 


a 


142] 


But Men have perverted the Scriptures, by wile 


ful or careleſs miſcopyiugs, and by wilful, or in- 
judicious Tranſlations ; and turn'd the Truth to 
Falſities, Fer. xxiii. 36.—2 Cor. ii. 17. Rom. i. 25. 
and chang'd the Word Puniſhment to Torment, 


and being. put into eternal Fire, and ſuffering the 


Vengeance of it, till the laſt Mite is paid, Mar. v. 
26. To ſuffering it eternally, for tho* the Fire is 
not quench'd, nor the Worm ever dies, Mark ix. 
43, to 48. yet ver. 42, and 49. ſhews they are 
not to feel the Torments for ever, but as 1 Cor, iii. 
13, 14, 15. till they are try'd by Fire, and have 
ſuffer d as their Sins deſerve, and for their final Im- 

nitence, and have had their Part in the Second 

cath, of 155 Soul and Body, Rev. xx. 13, 14. 
Chap. xxl. 8. Or that laſt Enemy is deftroy'd, I 
Cor. xv. 26. ver. 22, 28. 

God's Judgments are very terrible, Heb, vi. 2. 
chap. x. 27, 30, 31.2 Cor. v. 10, 11. and impe- 
nitent Sinners Degradations eternal, and if that will 


not reſtrain or reclaim from Sin, the falſe Doctrine 


of ſuffering eternal Torments cannot do it, but is as 
Luke xvi. 3 1. becauſe it is not in reality believed, 
nor can be, for it makes the God of Love, 1 Jobn 
iv. 8. and Father of infinite Mercy, 2 Cor. i. 3, 4, 
5. James li. 13. thap. iii. 17. Rom. xi. 32 to 36. 
whoſe Power is abſolute, to be more cruel than the 
Devil, whoſe Power is reſtrained, and who has ſome 


good in him in ſpeaking good of God's Servants, 


Als Xvi. 16, 17. 
And they believe in God (tho? not yet penitent 
for their Sins) James ii. 19. and they may be reſiſted 
by Men, Chap. iv. 7. and they do not always diſ- 
obey God's Commands, but ſubmit to be reſtrained 
| by them, and. have their Requeſts. granted, Job 
_ chap. 1, chap. ti, Mart v. 1 to 16. and they have 
Mill much Dignity | lefr ad: * ii. 2. and have 
a Re- 
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4 Reprieve or Reſpite from their final Puniſhment, 
Jude ver. 6. And Chrift*s divine Nature being ſpiri- 
cual, and as Angel's Natures are purely ſpiritual, 


and neareſt to the divine Nature; Chrift did not 


take their Nature upon him, but he took upon him 
their Office, IJſai. Ixin. 9. Mal. in, 1, Gen. xvii. 
and chap. i. chap. il. chap. iii, &c. | 


And they are comprized in the Reſtoration of all 


Things in Heaven and Earth, A#s iii. 21. Epbeſ. 1. 
10. Col. i. 20. Phil, ii. 10, 11. but not to their 


original Dignity, but to be ſet in a low and con- 


temptible State compared with the honourable and 
happy State of the unfallen Angels, or the bleſſed 
Saints, Dan. xii. 2, 3. And if God's Goodneſs and 
Mercy makes any rational Creature preſumptuouſly 
ſin that Grace may abound, Rom. vi. 1. I will here 
add, that not only ſo much greater and longer their 
Torment will be, Rev. xviii. 6. And after they 
have ſuffered their Part in the ſecond Death, Rev. 
xxi. 8. and when that laſt Enemy, the Lake of F ire, 


chap. xx. 14, 15. ſhall be deſtroyed, 1 Cor. xv. 26. 


then they that mal firſt ſhall be laſt, and they that 


were in the higheſt Claſs of Creatures, ſhall now be 
in the loweſt, but ſhall be in Eaſe and Content, and” 


* thankful for Cd's Mercy and Goodneſs, and their 
low State will comparatively exalt the Joy of the 


Bleſſed to the higheſt Degree. And as an infinite 


Variety of Degrees of Things are neceſſary to Crea- 
tures, who can't have eſſential Ideas as Gad has, and 
only can have; And as Free · will is neceſſary to rational 
Creatures; ſo Rewards and Puniſhments, muſt con- 
ſequentl advance or degrade according to the good 
or lt Uk of Free-will, and their Obedience of God's 
Commands given for their Good, or their Drſobe- 
dience of them, which muſt of Conſequence bring 
Evil upon them. And as Man's preſent temporal. 


State of Life, is a State of tryal, his future State 


E 2 muſt 
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muſt be, as future Life will be, eternal; and Rewards 
and Puniſhments be eternal, but not eternal Tor- 
ment. And in this, the leaſt happy, after long 
Torments, the' in a low State, and tho' their Pu- 
niſhment is eternal, they will be more happy than 
the higheſt Order of Angels could be, if they were 
the only Creatures that God created, as before proved. 
. Cauld we think well of a young King that made 


| his Will his Law, and choſe a young Nobleman to 


be his chicf Miniſter; knowing him to, be very 
wicked, and that he would attempt to dethrone 
him, and very near aecompliſh it, and being reſcued 


from the Danger, and ſafe in his Throne, did not 


put the Offender to death; but both of them living 
an hundred Years afterwards, the King had the 
Offender kept all his Life with the moſt nauſeous 
Meat and Drink; but which great Hunger, made 
him eat in a dark ſtinking Dungeon, and in a rack- 
ing Machine, that kept him perpetually in the 
moſt exquiſite Torments, without any Mitigation 
or Intermuſſion, tho? in diſmal wrecking Sighs and 
Groans, he daily begged the King would in Mercy 
put him to death to end his Miſery ; which he could 
not do himſelf, as having no Weapon to effect it, 
nor by not eating, becauſe cating was his only Mi- 
tigation, and Hunger violently increaſed his Tor- 
ment to the moſt inſuperable Degree, nor would 
Faſting kill him, for Camelion- like, he could live 
en Air; did it not ſhew the moſt cruel Nature in 
the King, to chuſe him to wreak his Malevolence 
upon him? Sure it is more pardonable to believe 
two. Natures in Gad, in two Gods, one good and the 
other evil, as ſome of the Heathen do, than to be- 
lieve the above Doctrines, ſo contraty to the one only 
true Gad of infinite Wiſdom, Power, Goodneſs, 
Truth, Juſtice, Grace, Mercy, Peace and Love. God 

iLove, 1 John iv. 8. and in Love is all in all. 
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deemer on good Terms, but be foreknew, that 


1451 


5 Of Revelati oniſtis that pretend to Orthcdoxy. 


"A ND now let us, by Way of Amplification, 
A compare the true State of the Cafe, with that 
which is called Orthodox, to which the Deiſt, with 
Reaſon object, Page 20. (viz.) that God was from all 
Eternity, ſuperlatively happy, in himſelf, and want- 
ed nothing, and needed nat the Service of any Crea- 
ture, nor could be advantaged or injured by them; 
but of his mere Will and Pleaſure, he from all 
Eternity reſolved to create an Infinity of various 
Creatures, and to his rational Creatures he gave 
Laws conditionally to be rewarded with eternal 
pineſs, for Obedience in a ſhort ſtated Time of 
Tryal ; or tormented eternally for Diſobedience in 
that ſhort Time of Tryal,—nay they ſay, the leaſt 
ſingle Sin done in a Moment, if not ſpeedily repented 
of, muſt be puniſhed with eternal Torment: And as 
Ged foreknew and predeſtinated all Things, he fore- 
knew that almoſt all Mankind would be difabedient 
and predetermined to condemn them all to eternal 
Torments. But Gag's Predeſtination is not abſolute, 
but conditional, as all God's Laws are implied to be, 
and included in Gen. ii. 16, 17, and God's Fore- 


knowledge agreeable to his Attributes, is ta he un- 


derſtood and believed, in no other Senſe, as Epbeſ. 
i. 4, 5» 12, 13, 17, 18. with Verſe 10. and all the 
Context ſnews.— And 7/ai. xxxiii. 14. is a Queſtion 
reſolved by devouring or deſtroying, which puts an 
End in Time to the Things burned, tho not to 
the Fire that burns them. $4 re 

They ſay indeed, that God had provided a Re- 


very few would comply with the Terms in a 
Time, and ſo predetermined they ſhould. be cternally 


tormented for it. 


[ 467] 


And this blaſphemouz Doctrine they teach con- 1 

trary to God's ſelf-evident Attributes, and they pre. f 

vert the Holy Scriptures to ſupport it, on Pretence el 

| that it is little enough and too little to deter Men _— 

4 from Sin.— But being ſecretly diſbelieved, it is the 2 

eateſt Cauſe of Sin and of ſecret Atheiſm, or of 1 

1 eterodox and wicked Notions of Religion, and 5 

they either believe nothing at all of it, or only what Pp 

5 ſuits their Luſts and Paſſions, or partial Self. intereſt, 5 

ö or capricious Fancies, or wild Imaginations, and ſo 1 

| fin without reſtraint. | | \ 

The Objection of the Juſt dying for the Unjuſt K 
oh is of no weight, for altho?* infinite Mercy moderates 

| infinite Judgment, Man could not have been ſuffi- { 

F ciently ſenſible of it, or of God's pardoning them for F 

: his own Sake, Iſaiab xliii. 25. as by ſeeing the Inno- t 


cent ſuffer what the Guilty could not do, and be in- 
finitely rewarded for it; and tho* God does not pardon 
for his own Sake, all Offences againſt himſelf, yet as 
all Mankind are his Children, he will have Juſtice 
done to all; and it would not be ſufficient to ſatisfy 
- the Innocent; 'that the Guilty could not recompence. 
= the Injury done them; it is moſt ſuitable to hi | 
1 Juſtice and Goodneſs, that one who is able ſhould 
4 be their Redeemer, and not only pay the Debt of all 
and to all, but alſo that he ſhould highly reward the 
Innocent and Good, by advancing them in his pe- 
culiar Kingdom of Bliſs by uniting them to him in 
a Medium 
. God could indeed diſpenſe with his Juſtice, with 
reſpe& to Offences againft himſelf ; and in his in- 
finite Mercy could pardon them, without receiving 
Satisfaction for them; but as all Mankind are God's 
Creatures, his divine Toftice requires, that all Men 
ſhould make one andther full Satisfaction for their 
Offences againſt each other; or in Conſideration of 
their own Offences againſt God, as the Proprietor of 
all Men, and of their Inability to make Satisfaction 
10 
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to their offended Brethren, each ſhould mutually for 


give others, and accept of Chriſt's meritorious Suf- 
ferings, to make each other Satisfaction, for what 
they are unable to do; and moſt humbly acknow- 


ledge their own Redemption purchaſed by him, 


and the eternal Glory which he has prepared in 


Heaven for us; if by our preſumptuous Sins, and 


final Impenitence, we don't prevent the Bleſſing, 
and deſerve Damnation to Hell Torments to the 


utmoſt, and to be puniſhed eternally for want of 
Repentance, and our Non- acceptance of Chrift's 


Merits, on the equitable and gracious Terms on 
which they are granted. f | 
Life and Death was on conditional Terms,. and 
ſo muſt Redemption be: And as to the Objection 
of God's ordaining or allowing the Juſt to ſuffer for 
the Unjuſt, 1 Pez, iii. 18, 19. and that he who did 
no Sin ſhould ſuffer for other's Sins, as [/ai. x. 12. 


being not agreeable to God's Attribute of Juſtice ; I 
anſwer, that it is agreeable to it, and to all his At- 


tributes, and we ſee it in abundance of Inſtances: 
And if God did not allow it in Men, he-muſt abridge 


the Uſe of their Free- will, and that would reſtrain 


them from Acts of ſocial and mutual Goodneſs, 
Compaſſion and Mercy. We have abundance of 


Inſtances, both ancient and modern, of one Man's 


paying one or many poor Priſoners Debts, out of 
free good Will and tender Compaſſion; and of 
many that have willingly ſuffered, to ſave others 


from Sufferings, and that have offered to die for 


another Perſon: And do not Kings, Princes, Lords, 
and Gentlemen, in Battle, generouſly die in De- 


fence of other's Lives, and to protect their Country 


from Slavery, and to redeem Captives that are in 
Slavery? And private Soldiers do it too; for they 


attack the Enemy with courageous Huzzas, for the 
Honour of their Country, by which they mean, the 


Protection, not only of their Parents and Relations, 
n n TY N . 4 due 


2 2, - » | 
but for rhe Defence of the whole Country ; and 
they ought not to be reproached, for receiving a 
fmall Subſiſtance, for the Labourer is worthy of his 
_ Hire, in all Caſes, and not the leaſt in this Caſe , 
and many, both Officers and Soldiers, venture their 
Lives in ſome Inſtances where it is morally impoſ- 
fible to eſcape Death ; and others have run willingly 
to Death, when thereby rhey could fave many ; and 
mall Man be more - righteous or benevolent than 
Cod? Job iv. 17. No; Gad has given us Precepts 
and Examples of his generous Compaſſion in for- 
giving. Luke vii. 41, 42, 43. is applied to God's 
forgiving Sinners, though Acts of Man's Free-will 
in Imitation of divine Goodneſs; and Phil: ver. 
18, 19. is fo too; in which Paul's  Free-will is 
moved by the Holy Spirit, as As iv, 31 to 37. 


chap. v. 3, 4, 9. Phil. li. 13, 17. and fo of Chrift, . 


Luke iv. 18. 1/ai. lxiv. 2. Epb. iv. 8, Pſalm Ixviii. 
19. in, all Which, Man wills, and acts, and does, 


but God inſpires him to do Acts of Benevolence, to 


whom be all the Glory: And paying Debts for the 
Infolvent, Phil. ver. 18, 19. is an Act of the Holy 
Spirit; ſo is relieving the Needy, and ranſoming 
Captives: And ſhall. infinite Wiſdom, Power, and 
Goodneſs, and Mercy, be reſtrained, and not do it 
for all Mankind? And if one good Man ſhall dare 
to die for one good Man, or for many Men, pro- 


- bably not all of them good, ſhall not the righteous = 


and innocent Jeſus die for Sinners, Rom. v. 6, 7, 8. 
Luke iv. 18. Eph. iv. 8. and pay the Ranſom for 
All Men, Life for Life, for them who could not be 
faved by any other Means? 1 Tim. ii 6. Matt. xx. 
28. And as finful Man's Reward for fuch ſuperior 
Acts of Goodneſs, as the ſaving others at the Ha- 
Tard or Loss of their own Lives, ſhall through 
Chriſt's Merits be great in Heaven; furely ſo much 
more, nay, mfinitely greater Reward, and higher 
Exaltation ſhall the finlefs Man Chrift Jeſus have, 


who. 
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only of Things in Being, an infinite Variety muſt 
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who freely died for all, and to ſave all that will ae- 
cept the gracious Conditions and Terms on which it 
is offered, Phil. ii. 8 to 11. And to Chriff's inex- 
preſſible Sufferings, nothing can compare, becauſe 
he bore the Puniſhment due to all, and had the. 


Weight of all our Sins upon him, which gave him 


an Agony not to be conceived, Maith. xxvu. 46. 
and doubtleſs the Torments of Hell in incomparable 


"Exceſs. 


Men die in Battle, or hazard their Lives to fave 
their Fellow-Country-Men's Lives, ſome of which 
may be their particular Enemies ; but as they would 
not venture Life to fave them alone, Cbriſ's Love 
and Good-will, not only to hazard Life as Man, 
but freely to die to ſave his greateſt Enemies, Math. 
v. 45. Col. i. 21. 2 Cor. v.15. is infinitely greater 
than that of the greateft King, wha hazards his 


Life, or dies in Battle to fave his Subjects Lives, 


tho*. fome of them perhaps, are not his Friends, as 
Jobn xv. 13. ſpeaks in general; but ſo much his 
Enemies, that they would not have him to reign 


over them, Luke xix 14. But his Will is not to die 


for them, but for his Friends; and Chrif's Love in 
freely dying for his known irreclaimable Enemies is 


infinitely greater 


But it is objected, what Need was there of this? 
for as God forgives Offences againft himſelf for his 
own Sake, Iſai. xhv. 25. ſo he could have made all 
Men to forgive one another. But this ſhews groſs 
Ignorance in the Odjector; he might as well have 
faid, that God could have prevented Adam's Fall, 
or have deſtroyed him alone or redeemed him alone. 

And fo indeed he might, or not have given him the 


be of Free- will, but have made him an inſenfible 


Machine, but to no good End. But Gad only | 
having Ideas of Things in non eſſe, and Creatures 


[ 50 ] 
needs be; and Oppoſites and Contraries will be of 
Courſe, and muſt be in Extreams : Pain as well as 


Pleaſure, Dark as well as Light, Death as well as 


Life, and Evil as well as Good, Gen. ii. 9. Rom. vii. 13. 


and all this by God's Previſion, Preſcience, Preordi- 
nation and Command; in order to bring out of it an 
exceeding greater Good, Rom. vii. 17 to 22. 
2 Cor. iv: 16, 17, 18. and which will fully appear 

to us at the End of this World, when we ſhall be 


compleated in our whole Man, by the Reunion of 
Soul and Body, rue and perfect in Know- 


ledge. 

And that all muſt then appear at God's final Tri- 
bunal, will evidently appear, by conſidering, that 
if all the Judges in this World were juſt and infal- 


lible, and knew the Secrets of Men's Hearts, and 
that every Tranſgreſſion was diſcovered and tried, 


there might be but little or no Need of God's fu- 


tute Retribution; but as Man is not infallible, nor 


can know Men's Conſciences, nor all Crimes be 
diſcovered and puniſhed in this World, an Appeal 


to God's future Judgment, is abſolutely neceſſary, as 
his Juſtice requires ; Which ſhews; that a future 
Judgment is no implicit Belief, but is agreeable to 


God's Attributes, and to Man's Right and Property 


implanted by God in his Nature: And the fame 
Reaſons prove a final Judgment of the fallen An- 
gels, in which the Honour of God, and his Juſtice 
between them and Mankind, is concerned, Lai. xliv. 
25 to 28. and Context; and cbap. iv. 1 to g. im- 
- Plies Repentance, and if Gd pardons ſome Sins of 
Willing Ignorance unrepented of, Luke xxiil. 3, 4. 
"As vii. 60. yet not all ſuch as, Jobn xvi. 2, 3. 
I Theſ. vic 7. and ver. +0 9. Rev. vi. 10. chop. 
Kix. 2. Eb xvüi. 7, 8. ſo let none preſume. or 
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If it be objected, that God having commanded 


us to forgive one another (if we do not it is our 


own Fault, and ſo) this leaves no Cauſe for furure 
Judgment. ä N FF 
I anſwer; this is a thoughtleſs crude Notion 3 and 
if we conſider it right, we ſhall find, that we are.to 
imitate God in forgiving ; and to forgive, as we may 
expect from his Juſtice in Mercy to be forgiven, 
Exo. xxxili. 1 1. chap. xviii. 30, 37, 32. 2 Pet. ii. 

Matib. xvui. 22. Luke vi. 35, 36, 37. con- 
ſidered with chap. xvii. 3, 4. and Matth. xi. 2 to 
24. and Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. God would not have the 
Wicked die in their Sins: But Repentance is the 
Condition of Pardon, and on that Condition we are 
to forgive Offences, or ſo to forgive, as to pray for 
their Repentance- and Pardon, c. But great Of- 
fenders are not to paſs unrebuked, nor the highly 


Guilty, if impenitent, go unpuniſnhed, as the above 


Texts ſhow. If the Evil done, concerns none but 
ourſelves alone, and that our future Safety is not en- 


dangered by it, we may forgive great Crimes; but not 


if the Publick is endangered, and may ſuffer by 
them; but otherwiſe we are to forgive, or to uſe 
Mercy in Puniſhment, Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. 1/ai. xliv. 
25. God's forgiving, for his own Sake, the moſt 
enormous Offences, is againſt himſelf only, and 


where no Repentance can be ſufficient to plead Par- 


don; but yet he expects and accepts of Repentance 
through Chriſt's Merits, as ver. 25 to 28. chap. xliv. 


1 to 5. and he does not pardon wilful, heinous, ob- 
ſtinate, incorrigible Offenders upon their too late 
*Recompence, Matib. xii, 31, 32. nor if it- affects 


his rational Creatures, for then he requires Reſtitu- 


tion, or Reparation. Unavoidable Ignorance, God 


does not lay to Men's Charge; but Ignorance 
through vilful Neglect is a. very great Sin, as it 


leads to Error, and prevents knowing the Truth; 


8 „ 


v, 


— 


impious Blaſphemies. 


e 

and by which the moſt inhuman Crimes are com- 
mitted, and of which they do not repent, as be- 
heving they do God good Service, even in murder- 
ing innocent Men, John xvi. 2, 3. Luke xxiii. 34. 
Ads vii. 60. 1 Theſ,>vi. 7, 8. and ver. 4 to 9. Rev. 
vi. 10. chap. xix. 2. and Lale xviii. 7, 8. We are 
to ſhew Mercy to Enemies, and to feed, cloath, 
and help them in Danger, when not to endanger our 
ſelves or others, Matth. v. 44, 45: Rom. xi. 20. 
and to reclaim Enemies by good Offices, is good 
Policy, but not to truſt them too far, leſt, they 
Fhould be infincere, Matib. x. 16. chap. xxiv. 43. 
and leſt the Robber you ſhould ſave, ſhould mur- 


der you, or endanger the publick Safety; for in 


that you fin againſt yourſelf or Society. But there 


are many Crimes, which without Miracles cannot 


de diſcovered, and ſo not pardoned or puniſhed: in 


this Life ; nor will the Good or Penitent, and che 
wicked Impenitents meet till God's final Tribunal 
at the End of the World, Luke xvi. 26. Mali. xxiv. 
30 to 36. when all Men will be brought Face to 
Face, and implead each other, as God in his Wiſ- 
dom has ordained to be done at once in the End of 
the World, that all may fee his Juſtice together. 
And that as Death came on all, by one Man; that 
all ſhall be reſtored to Life by one Man, 1 Cor. xv. 
. a 1 
I intended here to have ended this Confutation 


of Deiſm, Atheiſm, and falſe Doctrine, with a 


ſuitable Concluſion; but having ſince I wrote thus 
far, received two Tracts called, 4 Summary of Deiſm, 
&c.—-and Deifm fairly ſtated, which are moſtly but 
an Echo to preceding Deiſts; yet as they contain 
ſome Particulars different from them, I think it ne- 


deſſary to add ſome Remarks on their inſolent and 
Ad 


I 


— 
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And firſt I ſhall prove, that Deiſm fairly ſtated, 
is very falſely ſtated, and can't be fully vindicated, 
nor in any Part defended ; as will appear by the fol- 
lowing ſhort Diſquiſitions, n 

I had previouſly wrote what may ſerve in general 


for a Confutation of both their Falſities, before I 
ſaw their Books; which as they are but an Echo to 
a other Atheiſts Writings, I need not rove through 
| the Labyrinth in which they inextricably wander, 
| becauſe the Confutation of a few of their vile Aſſer- 
tions will ſufficiently explode their long cavilling 
| Performances. Cs WY 
D E£ 18S M fairly ftated. _. 


H 1S Author acknowledges, or rather pre- 
| - tends'to confeſs, that there is fuck a Thing as 
true Religion, Page 3. And to which I affirm, 


that Men's differing in Opinion, is no Ohjection; 
it is but doing as he does, uſe the Free-will, that 
bo: God gives for our Good, to evil Purpoſes ;, and diſ- 


regarding God's Self-evident infallible Teſt pf 
Truth, to frame all their Notions by their vain ſelf- 
conceited fallible and perverſe Reaſon, Prov, iii. g. 
| or rather by their Vices and Paſſions, and partial 
| Self-intereſt, and falſe State or Morals, hypocriti- 
| | cally ſhrouded under a pretended pious Zeal for Re- 
| ligion; and thus incarnate Devils ſeem Angels of 
Light, 2 Cor. xi. 12, 13, 14, 15. But ſome Men 
pervert the Truth by a real blind Zeal, having weak 
g Heads and dull Underſtanding, that can't diſtin- 
guiſh Error from Truth, and ſo advance Error in- 
ſtead of Truth, or implicicly imbibe other Men's 
Errors traditionally, and ſtrenuouſly adhere to them, 
and hand them down to Poſterity; and thus 2 


IMAM As. 
does, and ever will reſiſt the Truth, till all Men will 
© agree to try all Things in Religion by God's Attri- 
butes in Unity, as the only true Teſt of Truth. 
What this Pleudo-Philoſopher quotes of Dr. Va- 
terlaud, Page 4. he proves true againſt himſelf, who 
is a pretended. Deift, but is a real Atheiſt, or worſe, 
as appears Page 3, by ſaying, the true original Re- 
ligion of Reaſon and Nature is eſſential in Man, 
which is making Man a ſelf.eſſential and ſelf-exiſtent 
Being; and himſelf, as Man, a falſely pretended God; 
excluſive of the only true God: God's Image in Man 
is not eſſential, but a Quality infuſe in him; and 
then by confeſſing the Inſufficiency, and Inconclu- 
ſiveneſs of Man's fallible Reaſon, Page 13. he con- 
tradicts and betrays himſelf, and obviouſly appears 
to be a real Aibeiſt, under the hypocritical Pretence 
of Deiſm. | Ws 
And which more plainly appears, by his ſix er- 
©roneous Propoſitions, and his falſely called Principles, 
Page 8 to 12. of which I will here only quote his 
third Propoſition, Page 10, 11, (viz.) Truth. ab- 
ſtractedly conſidered, has a neceſſary Exiſtence in 
Nature, independent of (and in the Order of our 
Conceptions) prior to the Will of any Being what- 
ever, G. — Can any Man but a real Albeiſt utter 
- fuch a plain and blaſphemous Denial of God's Being? 
It is not Philoſophy but impious Sophiſtry.— 
is true and the God of Truth, and in him is the prin- 
cipal Truth, from whom all Truth proceeds, Jobn 
iii. 33. no Truth can be prior to him, or indepen- 
dent of him: Truth is originally. in God alone, and 


proceeds from him, and Truth is not a Being but 


an Attribute principally of God, the God of Truth, 
Jon xiv. 16, 17. is a Metonimy for in me is the 
* Truth, ver. 6. all- which Texts refer to the Trinity. 
But indeed, though this Article dupes him an 
# Atheiſt, he is a many- headed Deiſt, or a God as 
F 2 an 
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and reſolves all-into himſelf, as the principal Deity 
for after attributing all Things to Nature, and 
Man's Reaſon, which is making them Gods, and 
then affir ming, that Reaſon is fallible in general, 
he ſays he can fully and compleatly, that is infal- . 
libly determine all Things, and not only ſo, but 
he aſſumes to himſelf an Authority to judge, and to 
ridicule, and condemn as abſurd, unjuſt and cruel, 


God's Wiſdom and good Providence in his Deſigns 


and Ends, in his Superintending and Government 
of the World, Page 40 to 46, Sc. and he there 


makes a Mock of the Trinity, though God has 
made all Things in Nature, —and eſpecially in Man 
his own Image, in ſome Degrees Emblems. of it, as 


T have before demonſtrated. And as God. has 


made all his Works Evidences of his Being and good 
Providence; he has in Man ſhewn. the Expediency 
of Saviours, Redeemers, Mediators, Interceſſors 


and Conſolators; and of ſome innocent Perſons 
voluntarily ſuffering Loſs. and Death. or greatly to 


hazard Life, to ſave many promiſcuouſly, good and 
bad, from Ruin and Deſtruction: And that pay the 
Debts of many that were unable to pay them. 
And how? could the primordial. Cauſe that is im- 
menſe, be known to the Creature but by a mediate 
and immediate Cauſe? and by ſecondary created 


Cauſes gradually operating; or? how could an in- 
finite Being communicate his Will and Law to a 


finite Being, but by ſuch ſecondary Mediums, and 
eſpecially to Man (as not having the Intuition of 
Angels, nor the Inſtinct of brute Animals) but by 
verbal Precepts of an audible Voice which could not 
be by the immediate Voice of an infinite Being, 
nor by a Voice alone without a medium Agent in a 
viſible Form agreeable to Man's Nature, to which 
End God impreſſed on Angels the. viſible Appear- 


ance of the Form of a Man with(and mP: 
OR Ys, that 


| + WJ 
that corffd fyddenly' 
to denote their Me © "Fm: the inviible God ; 

and without ſuch viſible Appearances chiefly all VI. 


fionary Dreams alone would have been inſufficient. 


To lay that Man's Nature or fallible Reaſon (that 


wants Intuition and Inſtinct) is ſufficient in all 


Things, without divine Revelation, is Stupidity and 
apparent Falſity, as I have fully proved; and it is 
no leſs a ſtupid Notion to think, that God could re- 


veal himfelf and his Will ad Laws to all Man- 


kind at once, or to each Man in particular, wh 
out changing his Nature, and aboliſhing one 8 


cies of Being, and ſo makin Ng a Defe& in the in- 
finite gradual Variety neceſſa 


Whole. And it is contrary to Man's ' preſent Na- 


ture to bear the Sound of a Voice, that all might. 


hear at once; and contrary to Man's focial Nature, 
and to Men's different Capacities, to whiſper it to 
each 1 in particular, 

Having thus plainly proved him an Atheiſt, and 


- worſe than an Atheiſt, an aſſumpted God, I will 


add no more here, but that I have in the Margin 


of his Book, and in the Summary in _ Paragraph 
(except bis many long Repetitions of 

him out of his prevaricating covert Colluſions, and 
 ſhewn his Portrait to the World in its full View 


hings) 5 


and Extent, which may bereafter be printed in 


Columns for Ref 5 tation. 
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n. SUMMARY 


| N D as to his Collegue in Prein His 
2 pretended ſtrong Arguments againſt divine 

evelacion, "viz, his Title Page, c. are * 

| | alle, 


r, and ſuddenly diſappear, A 


ry to compleat the. 


R 
Falſe and impious; and in his Preface he gives him⸗ 


ſelf the Lie in ſaying, he ſincerely profeſſes him- 


ſelf to be a Chriltian, and afterwards reviles an 
eſtingly ſcoffs at Chriſtianity, and not only makes 
brit a mere Man, but an ignorant weak Man, 


and a notorious . Impoſtor ; and Page 2; he calls 
Chriſt's Religion (which is the eternal Goſpel 


- preached from the Creation) a vile Cheat, and re- 


dicules God's wiſe and good Decrees as abſurd and 
unneceſſary z and by infolently judging and con- 
demning God for it, he impiouſly aflumes to be 
ſuperior to God, and that is to be the ſupreme God, in 

ſeveral Pages to Page 11, 12. I need not fay more 
upon his ſcoffing at Mediation than I have already 


done in exploding; his Collegue; [Deiſm fairly (i, e.) 
*Jal/ely tated] on the ſame Topick, but only to ſhew 


his Falſity in aſſerting, that God by appointing a 


Mediator was reconciled to the World, before the 
. Appointment of it, which rendered it not only 


needleſs, but derogates from God's Mercy Hut that 
is as abſurd, as to ſay that the wiſe and good Means 
by which a Decree, is to be executed; are needlels;. 
the Decree being of itſelf ſufficient; and that it 
might have been done wichout the Means appointed 
to effect it; God is reconciled, if Man is reconciled 
to him, by Faith in the Truth. The pretended - 


Dez know, that Falſity and Evil will not pats 


without a hypocritical Pretence of Truth and Good- 
neſs, and therefore they mix ſome Truth and Fal- 
fity in Imitation of the Devil, who transforms 
himfelf into a ſceming Angel of Light, 2 Cor.' xt: 
13, 14, 15. and they are Devils incarnate; and aſ- 
ſame; like the Devil, not only to be . to God, 
Jaiab xiv. 14. but to be ſuperior to God, 2 Thep. it: 


3, 4. and as falſe Apoſtles; they outdo the Pope 

to whom theſe Texts allude, as well as to them. He 

ſays, his and all Deiffs Reaſon is infallible, Page 5: 
0 «+ f 4 . H : k an 
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and the Deift is immortal, Page 8. and yet he al⸗ 
lows, that in all other Men (ibid.) Reaſon is not 


only fallible but corrupt by Vice, Pride, Luſt, Envy, 


Hate; Malice and Revenge; and ſays, this f is 2 | 
W- 


ing Cod to be the infinite good, that is denying.t 


infinite and immortal Deiſt to be God; and to con- 


firm his Blaſphemy, he ſays, Page 11. that Reaſon 


is the ſovereign Guide and ſupreme primitive Di- 


rector. And if ſo, and that it is God's Gift, as he 
a little before aſſerts, then God muſt have diveſted 
himſelf of his Deity, and given it to Man; and then 
he denies. any God' but Nature, and affirms Man's 
Reaſon to be ſuperior, and to be the ſovereign, ſu- 


preme and primitive Director, Page 11. and con- 


ſequently that Man is the ſupreme Cod. 


As this is plain Fact, as appears by the above?! 


quoted Pages; I need not ſay more of him, it would” 


be Tautoſogy to quote and refute all his repeated 


inſolent and e Aſſertions, and apparent 
Contradictions. 


And I will only add, that, he ſhews his Hypo- 


criſy, in a pretended Belief of the Sours Immorta- 
lity, and of future Rewards and Puniſhments ; and 


yet quotes the ſtrongeſt Arguments againſt it, ro 


have it diſbelieved ; but however ſtrong they may 
ſeem, they are weak -and fallacious, when brought 
to God's infallible Teſt of Truth. 

And whether Mr. Dryden, or whoever was the 


Author of the Eſſay annexed to his Summary, it 


is but a Repetition of what he has before aſſerted, 
and is confuted in confuting him; and thereſpre 1 


ſhall only add, that this Author's (called Dryden) 
three laſt Articles, Page 1, 2. contradict his four 
firſt Articles, in which he previouſly: makes Nature 
God, and in his fifth Article, ſets Man's Reaſon 
above Nature, which is 2 the God of Nature, 
and making a Cd of Man, an 


preme 


- 


om to be God ſu- 


25 
9 
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preme which i iS far worſe than 45%. And' this 
is the ſad Effects of Man's de pending on their own 
fallible Underſtanding, Prov. iii - g. and not form- 
ing their Reaſon by God's written Law and Teſti- 


mony, Jaiab viii. 20. Rom. xili. 4. 2 Tim. ii. 16, 


17.—2 Pet. 1, 20, 21. Pſalm xix. Pſalm cxix. tried 
by God's Teſt of Truth, his holy. Attributes, Matt, 
xXli, 29, 30.—1 Cor, ii. Pſalm xii. 6,—1 Thef. v. 


21. without which there is no Truth in them, nor 


can be in any Creature that does not ſubmit his fal- 
lible Reaſon to God's infallible Teſt of Truth, - - 
The greateſt Cauſe of Atheiſm and laden is 
Men's erring through want of right underſtanding 
the, Scriptures, Matib. xxii. 29. and which they 


never can right underſtand. by their own fallible 


Reaſon, Prov. iii. 5, but darken the Light of 
Truth, by Words void of true Knowledge, Job 
XXXVlii, 1. 

And to teach Doctrine contrary to God's ſelf 
evident Attributes, which are an infallible: Teſt of 
Truth, and by that Teſt; all the holy Scriptures 
may be rightly and eaſily underſtood ; hs all Miſ- 
copy inꝑs corrected, and all Miſtranſlations reCtt-- 


fied to God's Truth, but for want of doing it they: 


make God appear to be worſe than the Devil. 
It is no reaſonable Objection to God's e 


Religion, that Men differ about the Number of 


Books, that they receive for canonical, or apocryphal, 
or that there are Obliterations, or Miſcopyings, or 

Miſtcanſlations, in ſome Things in them, or that above 
thirty Books are mentioned in the holy Scriptures that 


are loſt; beſides the great Number of Books written by 
Solomon not to be found; for the remaining Books, | 


or part of them, are ſufficient, as they contain in 
them all that God requires us to learn, ta know, and 
underſtand, and to believe and practiſe, and they 
are b oft repeated, and are ſo legible and plain, 

Ws 2 that 
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that they can't be miſunderſtood if tried by God's | 
_ - infallible Teſt of Truth; fo that whatever in thoſe | 
Books js rendered unintelligible by Oblicerations, or | 
Times Decay, or by Miſcopyings, or Miſtranſlations, | 
it is no Impediment to our true Faith in God; as the 
main. Parts are ſufficient, and we may freely paſs by 
whatever is obſcure or doubtful, as we ought to do 
all that are God's Secrets reſerved to be explained in | 
his Time; but though this is a real Fruth, it is no 
Excuſe for thoſe whote Province it is to do it 
that they don't - rectify all corrupted or imperfect 
Texts of Scripture, which by God's infallible Feſt of 
Pruth it is eaſy to do. ; 3 
There is nothing in Nature, but it is in part above 
our Reaſon, and the more we ſearch. into any thing, 
the more we find it fo. And no wonder that 
God's divine Revelation is in part above our Neaſon; 
it is ſufficient that Cad does not require us to believe 
| any. Thing that is contiary to right Reaſon, and all 
ory ”. Reaſon u. Rel ion is right, that is formed by and 
applied to God's ſelf-evident Teſt of Truth; to 
Which God's holy Spirit is our ſure Guide, and bß 
that Teſt we muſt try all Things in Religion, 1 Te, 
V. 27, that is the holy Seriptures, Halm xii. 6. and 
Hurſelves, 2 Cor. xiii. 5, and to diſtinguiſn the Spirit 
of God from the Spirit of Error, 1 John iv. 1. and 
by Menis Words and Acts, we may know if they 
are endued with God's holy Spirit, or that he is de- 
parted from them, Math, vi. 15 to 20 to 27, Jude 
ver. 1g. ver. 10 to 25. and we are not to follow 
any Man's Documents implicitly, but muſt try them 
by God's Feſt of Truth; nor are any Men's differ- 
ent Notions or Opinions any juſt Impediment tq 
. our true Faith, if, as we ought to do, we compare 
them together, and try them by that Feſt. 
That Chriſtians are of different Opinions is ob- 
. vious, but it is by depending on their own Under- 
ID 3 ſtanding, 
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ſtanding, and not forming their Reaſons by Gel: 
Attributes, and applying their Reaſons to them, 
for by that infallible Teſt of Truth, all Miſcopy- 


rectified : but not by Reaſon alone, nor Scripture 
alone, nor by both, without the third and principal 


Thing, the infallible Teſt of Truth. Scripture is 


our Rule of Faith, the Spirit a Guide to Truth, but 
it is by God's Attributes the Teſt of Truth. 


The Jews ſay Adam wrote and compiled two 


Books, one of the Creation, and the other of the 
Being of Cod, and that he wrote the 92d Pſalm, and 
the Tg Pſalm, on Occaſion of his fallen State, and 


applied ic to Cain's Sin; (and the Arabians, Abrabam's 


Peſcendants, ſhew a Book, which they ſay Agam 
wrote, but it is mixed with Fables as the Jo Tal- 
mud is) and P/aln xcii. 11, 12. Enemies and Le- 
zannon, is no Objection to Adam's writing that 
Pſalm. David had a Son and athers of hs own 


Houſe his Enemies, 2 Sam. Chapters xv, xvi, xvii, 4 


xviii, P/alm xli. * and Adam might as well ſpeak 
of Ee as Of Eden 

four Rivers, Gen. ii. 8, 10 to 14. and though moſt 
of God's original Revelation to Adam is deſtroyed, 


his Bleſſing to him, Gen. i. 28. implies all Things 


5 to Adam's Safety and Happinels, ap of 
that Bleſſing in eyery Particular that | is dae 


1 included 1 in it. 
The Jews and Oriental Writers, in mentioaing 
Adam's Sorrow for Mel, have recorded fevers 


Forms of Prayer compoſed by Adam, and addreſſed 
to God in Lamentatians and Petitions, for Pardon 
of their Sins; and probably he wrote the 23d Pſalm. 


to Verſe g. for the Pſalms have been altered, and 


made longer ar ſhorter, occaſionally, for particular 


Times and Purpofes, e xiv. and Halm Tui, _ 


and 


„Havillab, or Ethiopia, and 


ofterity ; aad'1s a | Pcs of God's expla ung 


<2 | 
CF. 


and P/al. Ix, and Pſal. cviii. and others: And it need 
not be ſuppoſed that David wrote all the Pſalms that 
are called his, but that ſome are called ſo as being 


dedicated to, and approved by him, and ordered to 


be ſung by his Appointment; as ſome are called 
Pſalms of Aſapb, that were made for Aſaph, and fo 
probably ſome Pſalms were made by Poets, on Da- 
vid's particular Acts, or for his Approbation, and 
ſung by his Appointment, and fo called his Plalms. 
— Aſaph might write ſome Pſalms, but not all that 
are called his Pſalms, but as in the Margin of ſome 
of them ſaid for. Aſaph; and ſeveral Aſaphs from 


King David's Reign to the Captivity in Babylon, 


wrote Pſalms, as the Tenor of them prove. 

It is no Cauſe of Diſbelief, or even of Doubt of 
. the Truth of God's Revelations: of himſelf, and of 
his Will and Laws to Man, that by Man's ill Uſe 
of his Free-will, which Gad gave him for his Good, 


-#& ſome Parts of the holy Scriptures are wickedly 
© caſtrated, and others indolently ſuffered to be ob- 


iterated by Time's Decay, or that any Parts of 
them are wilfully perverted, or careleſly miſcopied 
or injudicioully miſtranſlated, for all may be eaſily 
reQified by God's infallible. Teſt of Truth, - 

But the Goodneſs of God is to be admired in 
that whatever is by Man's Fault wanting, in ſome 
Part, God has abundantly ſupplied by Republica- 
tions and occaſional Repetitions, by his Prophets, 
and his Apoſtles, in ſucceeding Ages; as it became 


neceflary to do, till all further Repetitions were un- 


neceſſary. 5 | x 
/ Great Part of God's original Revelation is loſt, 

by the Obliteration of great Part of the antidiluvian 
Hiſtory; but as much of it as is neceſſary is repro- 
mulged and repeated, and ſo as that all Men might 


% 


know 1t, if it had not been the Fault of thoſe - 


who ought to teach it. Pſa/m c. was moſt probably 
e 8 written 


Joy ia the ar Surpriſe of 
when they di 
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written. in the World's Infancy,.— And wherever it 
is not known by the Neglect of Teachers, and that 
they have not the Means of knowing it, Ca does 
not require of them more then they do or can poſ- 
ſibly know : But woe be to thoſe that wilfully ne- 
gle& to teach it, Matth. xxviii. 19, 20. and woe to all 
that may, and will not learn it, and to all that do 
know it, and will not practiſe it; in Obedience to 
God's Command for their temporal Well- Being and ; 
for their ſpiritual Comfort and eternal Happineſs. 
And as there are many Caſtrations in Scripture, 
Chrifs Aſcenſion to Heaven muſt needs be caſtra- 
ted in Matth, xxviii, and in John xxi, for Chriſt 


foretold it, Maltb. xix. 28. Chap. xxiv, and Chap. 


xxv. and Chap. xxvi. ver, 24, 44. And Job vi. 
44. Chap. xiii. 1, 3. Chap. xiv, 2, 3. ver, 12. Chap. 


xvi. 5, ver. 28. Chap. xvii. 1, 5. Chap. xvii. 36. - 


Chap. xxi. xxii. xxiii. And certainly neither of them 
would omit that part of the Goſpel, that completes 
the whole, and without which it would be imper- 
fect, Chap. xvi. 7 to 15. 

And it is evident that the lnſtitution of the 
Lord's Supper is caſtrated, in Jabn xiii. between 
Ver. 1. and Ver. 2. as all the Context plainly ſhews, 
by mentioning many Things that were done at, and 
after that Supper. | 

And as to Matth. xxviii. 10 ver. 16, if nothing is 
eraſed, it muſt be that Chriſ not telling them that 
they ſhould ſee him in the Evening of his Reſur- 
rection, was to try their Log, war to exalt theit 

eeing him ſo ſonn, 
not expect it, till they were arrived 
in Galilee, and Mark xvi. 7. is ſpoke with the ſame 


Reſerve, and ſo is Luke xxiv. and John xx. it is re- 


ſerved for the ſame good End. 
And 1 Cor. xv. 6. ver. 3 to 8, ſhews ta ſome 


things my to e 's Reſurrection, are . 
t 


3 


ted in the Gofpels.—— And as to any ſeeming Dif- | 


ference in the ſeveral Relations of it, in Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and Fobn, it muſt be conſidered, they 
tete briefly 3 and ſuch Things as are written by 
ſeveral Hands, and not at large but ſufficiently, 
Jobn xx. 0, 31. may be explained and freed from 
 feeming Contradictions, by een them to- 
gether. ——As for Example in Chriſt's 
U after his Reſufrection, firſt appeared to 
Mary Magdalen, Mark xvi. 9. who went from her 
Houſe, whilſt it was dark, Joby xx. 1. but did not 
arrive at the Sepulchre till it was dawning Day Light,, 
 Matth. xxviil. I. when ſhe could ſee without feeling, 
that the Stone was taken away, Jobn xx. 1. and could 
| ſee to run, ver. 2. and ſhe ran and returned with Peter 
and Jobn, ver. 3. and ſtayed at the Sepulchre alone, 


ver. 11. till Sun Riſing, when ſo early, the other Wo- - 


men artived at the Sepulchre, Mark xvi. 1. Lake xxiv. 
1, ro. but it was before their Arrival whilſt ſhe was 
_ alone, that Chrift appeared to her, and ſpake to her, 
Jobn xx. 11 to 17. and afterwards when the other 
Women with her were returning from the Sepulchre, 
Chriſt appeared and ſpake to them all together, 

. Matth. xxviit. 9, 10. and though it is ſaid, That all 
the Women told the Apoſtles, Lute xxiv. 9, 10. 
vet Mary Magdalen only, Zobn xx. 18. ſpake their 


point Meffage verbally in their Name, and by their 


Conſent, and which they averred to be true; and 


therefore all are faid to ſpeak,. and though two 
Angels appeared to chem, Luke" xxiv, 4. and Job 


XX. 12, yet as but one of them ſpake, but one is 
mentioned, Marth, x6xviti 2, g. and Mark xvi. 5, 
6. but 48 the orher affented £6 what he faid, they 


are both faick to ſpeak —— And Gen. Xvili. 10, 13. 


| ſhews but one ſpake, arid the others aſſented (or ra- 
- ther obeyed} ver. 3, 9. but Chap. xix. 2, 3, 12, 
18, Kr. is an Aſſent to ons that ſpake, as is uſual, 


eſurtection. 
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in Eonverlatioh, as all are fad to ſpeak by affinting 

to we, that ſp ? 

t they that will” not believe any thing, that 

i don't ſee, and hear, will ſtill object to the 

viden of Chriſt's Reſurrection and Aſcenſion into 

Heaven.;, but with as little Reaſon, as they object. 

to the Truth of Divine Revelation; becauſe God | 

does not reveal it to every Soul, in every Age of 

the World, the Abſurdity of which | have already 
exploded. 

Add Nu Evidence of Chrift, than Ged thought. 
fit to g give, was needleſs; as firſt the predictive Pro- 
phecy 57 his Birth, Suffering, Death, Reſurrection 
and Glotification' in Heaven, and final Judgment of 
the World, which I need, not recite, but only men- 
tion 45 xxvi. 3 to 8, ver, 22 to 26. and Matth. 
xxiil. 37. ver, 34 to 39. and theſe. Texts refer to 
thoſe, Propheſies, which were fulfilled in a publick 
männer, Luke iv. 18 to 21. and Matth. xi. 20 to, 
24: Chap Xiii. 13 to 17, and yet they would not 

lieve, no not though one roſe from, the Dead, > 
Late xvi. 31. nor thoogh many Saints that ro: e 
from the Dead appeared to them in Jeruſalem after 
Chrift's Reſurrection, Matth. xxvii. 50 to 53. nor. 
though he appeared to above five hundred People 
at once, 1 Cor. xv. 16. had it been as many thou- 
ſands, it would not have ſatisfied theſe hardned ob- 
ſtinate reprobate Infidels, but 4 Xvi, 26. ſhews 
it was ſufficiently publick, and not done. in privacy. 

And Crit s Aſtenſi ion to Heaven, ſeems to have 
been in the Preſence of many Witneſſes, for rbaygh 


Teng) 


ver. 6, 11 and 14. ſeems to cohkrm it, and Mart 
xVi. 19, 20, refers to more than che Apoſtles 3 to 
all that went to pfeach the Goſpel, as the 70 Elders 
I did 
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did ; and wrought Miracles to confirm the Truth, 
'Zuke x. 9, 17. Alls viii. 1 to 8. Chap. xii. 1 to g. 
and Lake xxiv. 33 to 51, 52, 53. ſhews plainly, 
that many were with the Apoſtles, ver. 33. when 
dri aſcended into Heaven, and they are all 
called Witneſſes of his Aſcenſion, as well as his 

Reſurrection, ver. 48. and of his Life and Goſpel, 
and ver. 49, the Holy Spirit was not reſtrained to 
the Apoſtles only, ver. 49. but given in different 
Degrees, as all Things are to all ; as AA,. Chap. ii. 
and Chap. xvi. 27 to 40. and Chap. iii. 1 to 16. 
Chap. iv. 33. Chap. v. 12, 16. Chap. viii. 6, Chap. 
ix. 34, 35 to 42. Chap. xiv. 8 to 11, Chap. xvi, 
16, 17, 18, Chap. xix. 11 to 17. Chap. xx. ꝗ to 12. 
Chap. xxvili.' 3 to 9, 10. All theſe are Evidences 
confirmed by Miracles of all Goſpel Truths, wrought 
in the Sight of numerous Aſſemblies: And none but 


\  ſelf-conceited Fools, and refractory Adherents to 


their own injudicious Opinions, can diſbelieve 
them. For what greater or better Evidences can 
any rational Man expect, than five hundred, and 
near a thouſand of them, that proved their Evidence 
by Miracles, wrought in the Sight of great Num- 
bers of People as above, and by Men that atteſted 
the Truth at their Death, and under Stripes and 
Impriſonments, being told before-hand by Chrif, 


that thoſe Sufferings was all the Reward they ſhould 


find in this World, and which they ſuffercd joyfully, 
in Aſſurance of a great Reward in Heaven, in Life 
eternal, in the viſible Prefence of God, through the 
Merits of Chriſt, Matth, xxvii. 18, 19, 20. and 
Mark xvi. 15 to 20. ſhews, that God's Divine Re- 


velation of his eternal Goſpel, Rev. xiv. 6. at the 


Creation, and oft repeated, and was compleated and 


+ fully finiſhed by Chrif, and to his Apoſtles: by the 


Holy Spirit, and n6thing to be added to it or di- 
miniſned from it, Rev. xxii. 18, 19. and Chriſt pro- 
F A miſed 
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miſed to be with his Church, not ph * but ef. 


fectually to the End of the World, Malib. xxviii. 
20. and that the Gates of Hell ſhould never pre- 


' vail againſt it, ſo as to deſtroy it, or 17 an End 


to it, Chap. xvi. 18. built not on a frail Peter, but 
on Cbriſt the Rock, 1 Cor. x. 4. and he and dot 
Peter keeps the Keys of Heaven, Hell and Death, 
Rev. i. 8, Chap. iii. 7. and the Keys given to Pe. 
ter, Matib. xvi. 19. and to all, Chap. xviii. 15 to 


20. was the Keys of Knowledge of the Way to 


Heaven, Lute xi. 52. which was Chriſt the = 
Way, the Truth and the Life eternal, Jabn xiv. 6: 

But though Chriſt declared, that his Church 
ſhould ſand firm to the End of the World; he 
foretold it ſhould be oft in great Diſtreſs, by Perle- 
cution, and that Errors and falſe Doctrine would be 


intruded into it; and the Holy Spirit by the Apoſtles 


declared the * inſomuch that Chriſt at his ſe; 
cond Coming ſhould not find true Faith on- the 
Earth, without a Mixture of Errors, Luke xviii, 8. 
and Perſecution with. falſe Doctrine ſhould, increaſe, 
Matth. Chap. x. Mark Chap. xiii. LukeChap.'x. and 
Fobn xvi. 1 to 4. Ads xx. 29, 30.—2 Tg Chap. ii, 
1 Tim, 1. 19, 20. Chap. iv. 1, 2, 3. Chap. vi.— 
2 Tim. Chap. iv. in Titus and all the Epiſfles. 
And it too plainly appears, that at this Day, there 
is no Syſtem of Religion without a Mixture of Er- 
rors, publickly taught in the World; and that the 
true Catholick Church of Chrift, is ſecretly preſerved 


every where in Truth, Rom. ii. 16. 1 Cor. ls 7.— 


1 Pet. iii. 4. 
And though the gradual 53 Republica 


tion of God's original Revelation to Man ceaſed at 


the Death of the Apoſtles, they are ſufficient Evi- 
dences of God's Revelation of himſelf, and of bis 


Will and Laws to Adam, and his Creation, and by 


him to all a (and oft repeated to all to and 
I 2 by 


* - 
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” 
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by the ews, I all that heard it of or with them, | 
_ would have received it, and täught it Fo Ong Ro | 
dually*as was their Duty, Ex04."%ii, 38, 49. Fial. c. 


Deut. vi. 5. ver. 6 to 9. Marth! xxviil.” 19, -20.) | 
And alſo as a Means for the tight undetſtanding 2 
all Things neceſffary for us to Know, believe and | 
practiſe ; it is fully effected by the Inſpiration of 9 
Sons Holy Spirit, dire&ing to the Teſt of Truth to | 
all that willingly receive it, and do hot provoke bim | 
to depart from them. F | 
But he inſpires not all Men equally, but ſome as | 
4 Teachers, and ſome as Hearers, 1 Cor. Chap. xii. 
x Epbeſ iv. 13, ver. 7 to 16. and though all have not, 
i forme in every Age have viſhonary, portentive or in- | 
ſtructive Dreams, and though not in any new Reve- 
lation of God's true Religion, yet as Evidences of it; | 
many Men have foretold Things, that have been done 
ſoon, or ſome Time after, and ſome of them ſub- 
ſervient to the Publick, and ſome of Things extra- 
ordinary to particular Perſons, and ſome of Things | 
indifferent, which yet hew the gy of others - | 
of greater Conſequence ;* and 'all of theth "are. Evi- 
dences of Gods Divine Revelation of his Will and 
Lays to Man, which being fully finiſhed in Chrift, 
and by the Holy Spirit, in and by the Apoltles; 
he that pretends to have any new Doctrine revealed 
to bim, or to add to, or diminiſh from God's finiſh- 
ed Revelation is an Impoſtor, and ought to be pu- 
_- - © Diſhed for it; and is not to be believed, though he 
. artfully impoſes ſome ſeeming Miracles to deceive, 
Joel ii. 28, 29. As in; 17, 18. 2 Te. li. 9, 10, 


C33 4) 
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ver, 3 to 12. Rev. xxii. 18, 19. | 
The revealed Will and Word of God is our only 
Rule of Faith and Practice, Rom. xv. 4.—2 Tim. iii. 
15, 16, 17.2 Pet. i. 16 to 21. And the Spirit of 
Gad is to be our Guide to Truth, Fobn xvi. 33. but 
we mult cry both by God's Attributes, as the I 
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F Truth, and pot by frail Reaſon, Prop. iii, g. 
Paal xl. 6.—1 ibn iv. 1 pl; Bc 21. Mat. * 
2% e ii. 4 10 7. and ſo we may judge what is 
right, Latte xii. 55. and it is for want of trying all 
by the Telt of Truth, that ſo many religious and 


different Opinions of Religion are in the World; 


. and if God ſhould reveal it to every Man but once, 


they would form different Opinions gut of it, and to 
do it continually or frequently would interrupt ne- 
celary Buſineſs, and obſtrutt chat Socialiry which 

God ordained for Man's Gο§ö”yũ. 
But God gaye Man different Capacities and Fa; 
cules iy many Degrees, and ordained forme 1 
teach, and others to learn, to preſerve Sociality, 
Harmony and Unity, 1 Cor. Chap. xii. N 
Andiif Men will not be taught, nor belieye any 
Thing but what they ſee, of perceive, or Know: 


40 " | 


it would put them on 2 Level with brute Animals, 


and make them miſerable in the Want of the Plea- 


ſure of Converſation, and mutual Cabfidence in 
each other. enn . 
And as to different Capacities, Cad requires ng - 
more than they are capable of; if the moſt Know. 
ih impoſe on the jgnarant, they are unworthy. of 
he Name of Men, and will doubtleſs be ſeverely 
puniſhed by Cd; and the Ignorant ſhould be dau- 
ious to prevent their being miſled, And as ta 
Men of common Senſe, he that believes any Thing 

in Religion contrary to plain Reaſon formed by 


Gad's Teſt of Truth, God condemns z, and he that 


will not believe any Thing that is above his Reaſon 


br Underſtanding, can't in Realiry belieye any 


Thing at all, for every Thing 1s above our Under: 


ſtanding in ſome Reſpect or Degree: And yet thoſe 


. , » " = 


T bigs of the bighelt Nature and Conſgquenee, ate 
ident, and all Things in Relj on are cerraln 

ey ſtand God's infallible Teſt of Truth. And | 

| with 


: 
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vithout this Teſt Philoſophy, and the Nature of 


Things, what we have ſaid is unintelligible Cant, as 

it is obvious that Man cannot fully and perfectly un- 
derſtand any Thing, nor are Things Evidences for 
themſelves, but for Cad their Maker; and what Man's 


fallible Reaſon ſuggeſts in the Nature of Things 


is imperfect and indeterminable. 


And what is profanely and perniciouſly called 


Natural Religion, or the Religion of Nature, is atcri- 
buting that to Nature that is due to God only, as all 
Things proceed from him; and what is called Man's 
Religion is God's Religion, both as reyealed and in 
Part implanted in Man, as ſuitable to his Capacity 
to diſcern God's infinite Wiſdom, LOVE and Good- 
neſs in his all glorious Works. 


And as this is apparent Truth, a Man muſt be 


infatuated in Stu idity to deny it, and unpardonably 
impious to find fault with God's all-wiſe Deſigns in 
all Things, and harridly impudent to aſſume to 
| himſelf to contrive a better Plan of Things than 


God has made, as Atheifts that are pretended Deifts | 


do. 
And in a falſe Pretence to magnify God's Wiſdom 


and Power, they diſbelieve his Methods to bring all 


Things to final Perfection. 
l have found it neceſſary to confute their Objec- 
tions to Truth in the irregular Manner in which the 


Deiftical Athtifts have ſcattered them through their 


Writings, in which they deny that there is, or 


could be, any Cauſe for a Saviour, Redeemer, Me- 5 


diator, or Sanctifer, and Conſolator; God alone 
being ſufficient for all Things, as a primordial and ſole 
Cauſe of all Things, without a mediate and an im- 


mediate Cauſe from God to Creatures, or any gra- 
dual Degrees by Creatures of God's communicating. 


his Will and ys and his eternal Decrees to Men 
by 
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Meaſure and Size as well as terreſtrial or terrigna- 
queous Subſtances; but the ſpiritual Natures move 


[77 1] 
by Angels; all which I have inconteſtibly confated 
and. exploded. 

I muſt now anſwer ſome other of their Objections 
(via.) That Ged is the ole Judge of all Things, 
and there can be no other Judge but him; and yet 
they ſee in temporal Concerns, that it is neceſſary 
for ſome Men to judge others, which if juſt, is 
deemed God's Judgment, and is ratified by him in 
Heaven, Matth. xviii. 8, Chap. xix. 28. Jobn xx. 
23. Jude ver. 6. 1 Cor. vil. 2, 3» 4, 5. 

And why is it not moſt proper in our eternal Con- 
cerns, for God to judge the World, Angels and 


Men, by one that partakes of both the Divine and 


human Nature, and that took upon him the Office 
of Angels, and why not moſt agreeable to God's 
Juſtice that Saints ſhall judge the fallen Angels, 
in what relates to themſelves, and that in. ſome 
Caſes, Men .ſhall judge one another at God's final 
Tribunal; but appealing to God in all Things for 
his Ratification, as the before cited Texts declare, 
and all this is not only agreeable to God's wile and 


good Deligns in all, but is conſiſtent. with Man's 


> 8 founded on, and applied to God's. Teſt of 
ruth 

It is indeed no Wonder, that an Infigel ſhould 
aſk how it is poſſible for an infinite Being to be 
united with a finite Being Becauſe a finite 
Being can't be expatiated to Nag nor an infinite 
Being be contracted to any finite Dimenſion, nor 
can any created Thing be a Center to Immenſity as 
it is boundleſs; and finite ſpiritual Subſtances have 


without Obſtruction or Interference: And God's 1 in- 

finite Spirit is unmeaſurable, and freely moves in all 

Things, pervading all Things unpervaded, hr ark 
+.-.M 
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1 or Hala,” ahi? 4 ul Miand is 
needleſs 1 in a Union, either of Quality or ati y. 
And though no finite Heing can be a Center to 
Infinity or Immenſity, yet as Immenſity contains all 
finite” Beings and Things, and as Cors ſpiricual' 
; fills Immenſity and all Thirigs' in it, 1 Ki 5 
viii; 27. Jef. xxlii. 24. he centers in each Thing, 
aid 5 a Genter to each as well as a Ctumferenke 
to all; and to each individual Thing, containing all 
Things ; and ſpiritual Natures move as quick as 
our Thoughts do. And as all Things ate of Cod, 
and in him, he pervades all Things un rvaded and 
_ unidefflet, and he unites with all, and each Thing 
in an ordinary manner, and in an extrabrdinaty 


manner too, as he thinks fit to move in all in ' 


each, and to move and actuate all and each, and 
he: allows” all Creatures of Senſe and Motion to 
move as they will, as far as he has left them un- 


limited. And all Things are in a ſecondary \ Senſe | 


utiteck to God, as he is in all and each; and as they 


are of him and in him; and yet as not any Thing 
can be equal to God, thee: would be a Chaſm be- 


tween Cod and Creature, which would leave the 
Creation imperfect, if it was not filled up by an ex- 
traordinary Union of the divine with creature Na- 


ture; not a federal Union, but a Union of Natures 
wither Mixture or Corfufich ; as the divine El- 
ſence in the Trinity, and all Things in Nature are 


Emblems of the Trinity, though not upmixed; for 


in the three viſible Elements, Fire, Each and 


Water, there is Fire in Earth and in Water, and 
there is Liquidity in Fire, as Oil extracted from 


Flint is, and Water in Earth, and Earth in Water, 
and Fire in both; and in the natural, animal, and 


vital Faculties in Man, is an Emblem of the Fri- 


nity. And his ſpiritual Soul made in the Image 
of God, his —— Will and Acts, - are 
three 


/ 
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three, diſtinct Faculties, united, unmixed, and can 
act in unity, or the Uaderſianding alone, or pro- 
duft a Will, and both proceed to act in Unity, —— 
And when Man's fleſhly Body is ſpiritualized, it 
will be united with the Soul, in one ſpiritual Body 
in ſuperlative Perfection; and fo will be in a ſecun- 
dary Manner united to Gad, whoſe Offspring we 
are z not of his immutable Eſſence, but of the 434 
lick Effluvia, ever effluating from it, and 
ducting an iafinite Variety of Things fixed and 
changeable, and re-changeable; and as all created 
Things are producted by a, primordial, mediate 
and immediate Cauſe; God united his immaculate 
Image in the Man Chriſt: Jeſus, with the medium 
Cauſe of Creation in the divine Nature; and in a 
prime or principal Manner, all Things in ſome 
Senſe return to. Gd from whom they proceed, 
and Chrift: in the higheſt Senſe; and in the ſecond 
Perſon of the Trinity in his divine and human Na- 
ture united, he is to judge the World, which gives 
a more favourable Couotenance. to Man in being 
tryed for his Talents encruſted in him in this Late, 
as à Jury is a Medium between the Judge and the 
Crimiagal. And in Chry/7's being fas to Cd 
| .the Father, and an Advocate for Man; and _ 
' be. is, a-Paraclete, and with the Holy  Spiric is 
| double Paraclete and Conſoladon. The 1 
| Cauſe being in Man's Apptehenſion too much aboye 
| him to approach him immediately, it is in, by and 
with the Eternal Son and Holy Spirit, that God im- 
mediately appears to Man.—//aich Iii. 9. Mal. iii. 
1. Jobn xv1. 13. Gal. iv. 6. And the infinite Va- 
i riety that gradually proceeds in all Things in Nature, 
+ ſhews, that it gradually proceeds from, and returns 
to the primordial Cauſe, in Unity with the mediate 
and the immediate Cauſe, without which Graduality 
there would be a Chalm in created Nature, and a 
Ds» K Chaſm 


— 
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Chaſm between God and created Nature, if not fill- 
ed up with uniting his Image in Man, Viel his 
Divine Nature in Chit. 07; Mo 

And as to the union 5 0 Chriſt's divine and "RITA 
Nature (being not federal but) natural, it does not, 


nor can it make the Virgin born in time the Mo- 


ther of his divine eternal Nature, but of the human 
Nature only: But the divine Nature centers in all 


Things, as well as it contains all Things; and ſo 


in a myſterious Manner it united in a central Union 
with the human Nature, — not at firſt inſeparably, 
for the divine immortal Nature could not ſuffer 
Sorrow, Pain and Death. But when the human 
Nature became immortal, the Union was inſepara- 
ble, but diſtinct and different as uncreated Nature, 
and a created Nature muſt certainly be, as Man's 
Soul and Body are in this Life diſtinct and different, 
ſo that the Body may ſuffer Pain and Death and 
not the Soul, or not a Death of Inſenſibility as the 
Body does; and Martyrs in Flames have ſhewed a 
ſerene and tranquil Mind: And the Soul may feel 


Sorrow and Anxiety, and the Body be comparatively 


at eaſe, tho* with this Difference, that as à Crea- 
ture the human Soul and Body may, and do ſome- 
times ſuffer together. But the divine Nature 
"can't ſuffer Pain or Death as the human Soul may 
do, not of "Inſenfibility as the Body does, or of 
Diffolution or Revivification' from its InſenGbiliry, 
but Releaſment from Pain, as many before quoted 
Texts prove. 

Bur he that will not belicve any Thing but by 
ocular or mathematical Demonſtration, muſt be a 
© ſtupid, fel-conceited, ignorant Wretch; and not 


believe any thing that is moſt worth his Credence. 
I have repeated ſome Things, not only as neceſ- 


ſary pathetical and*empharical Inculcations, and ex- 
Pletive Amplifications ; ; but a in ſome Caſes" one 


Thing 
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Thing is the moſt convincing Refutatian-of ſeveral 


different Objections, and eſpecially relating to God's 
Being and Providence, and to Scripture Record of 
his Revelation of himſelf. and his Will and Laws 
to _ and 5 our ene amd Teng: after 
Deat EST: | Mas dt 


Abc 4 will. now in "I" 9 of all that 1 
have written, beat the Athe'ſ 10 Dei at their: 
own: Weapons. 

The Atheiſt will 8. nothing thar bes. not ma- 
thematical Demonſtration, 1 the Deiſt requires 
philoſophical Demonſtration of all Things, and Ji will 
convince-them by their awn Propoſitions. 

I will firſt ſhew, that the Being of Cad is alas 
libly. proved by Arithmetick, and confirmed by 
true Philoſophy ;- and rational Philoſaphy, is as de- 
monſtrative to the mental internal Underſtanding; 
es mathematical Demonſtrations are to the external 
Senſes, and more inconteſtibly ſa; ſor the different 
Syſtems in Aſtronomy leave them uncertain, eſpe- 
cally: in the Computations of the Altitude, Mag- 
nitude, Diſtance and Motion of the celeſtial Orbs, 
but in this Point the Computation is ſelf-evident, 
and infallible and cannot err, as 1 ſhall demonſtrate; 
': The following arithmetical Rules and compara- 
tive Conſtructions in Geography are mathematical 


Demonſtrations of the Boing: of God, —— For tho! 


Eternity and Immenſity are immeaſurable, they are 
evidently. and unerringly demonſtrated by. Meaſure. 

For when we - meaſure-Time from the preſent 
Minute to + Day, or a Year, or to a thouſand 


Tears, or many Milliens of Centuries, previous or 


future the farther we proceed the; more certain it 
appears, that Time is endleſe, fos if we meaſure 
backwards to. Veſterday, and fo on, we can't find 


any Beginning, and if forwards to Tomorrow. - | 


K 2 
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ſo on, we can't Fnd any End; but are inconteſtably 


certain that there is no End of Time, though all 


Eras of Time begin and end, as is the Caſe of our 


preſent World which degan 5748 Fears ago, to 
A D. 1948.——and will end, Rev. x. 6. but will 


have another Beginning, Chap. xxi. 1 to 5, but the 


Heaven of Heavens is endleſs, Chap. xi. 15. as well 
as boundleſs, 1 Kings viii. 2. andl it is in vain to fay 


there are no Periods of Time in Eternity; for Eter- 
nity of Time, includes and comprehends all Eras of 


Time, and if Time was not eternally ſubſiſting, no 


Periods of Time could be meaſured or have Ex- 


iſtence: And if Place was not immenſe and bound- 
leſs, no finite Places or 3 nr have ny 
Place or be in Being. ; 

And this is intuitively ſelfievident, yr mathe- 
matically demonſtrative, and more certain than any 
limited Meaſure in Aſtronomy ; for it is infallibly 


demonſtrated by enlarging your Meaſure in Idea, 


till you find Time endleſs, and Immenſity is bound- 
leſs, and ſo both are proved without ſcriprure Teſti- 
nony, as well as by it, and are infallibly certain by the 
full and final Rules of mathematical Demonſtration. 
For if you meaſure Place from an Inch round to 
Millions'of Miles, by Rules of Aſtronomy, begin- 
ing with Coſmometry, and then by mathematical 
Inſtruments elevated to the Heavens, you'll flnd it 
intuitively ſelf. evident, and infallibly certain, that 
Place is immenſe or boundleſs; and as Eternity of 
Time; and Immenſity of Place are plainly paſſi ve 
Beings; they as well as all finite Things demon- 
fate" that they are not ſelf. made, nor ſelf-govern- 
ed, but are the Product of an eternal, immenſe 
and ever active prolifick and productive Being, and 
they demonſtrate that they are the Work of infinite 
Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs, for Wiſdom is 
Goodneſs, and God made Evil to tend to greater 
GK. 2 Good, 


- 
. : 
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Good, Gen. ii. 9. Ram. viii. 17 to 22. and he 
Rules of Arithmetick in Algebra and Gromenyy)- | 
demonſtrate, that all finite Things? are made in 
Number, Weight and Meaſure, in Length, Breadth, 
Depth and-Circumference, in a juſt Symmetry and 
regular Proportion of all Degrees gradually, great and 
ſmall in an Infinity of Variety, in exact Order and 
Beauty without any Chaſm. And he that made Eter- 
nity, and Immenſity, and univerſal created Na- 
ture and alli its ſecondary Produdt muſt certainly be 
eternal, immenſe and Ng Nature, eternally. 
ſelf-efſential, ſelf-exiſtent, ſelf-ſufficient and all- ſut̃- 
ficient and independent, immutable, immortal and 
the moſt perfect Being; and theſe Productions alſo 
pomp that they are the eternal Work of infinite 
iſdom, Power and Goodneſs, Jabn v. 7 whoſe 
Being we define by the Term Gl. 
ö And thus, by finite Meaſure you find Eternity and 
Immenſity infallibly demonſtrated, and that they 
are the Work of Gad, and whatever is immeaſurable 
or innumerable to us is known to God, and com- 
| rehended in and by him, and prove that all 
. hings are of God, Jaiab xl. 12, 26, and are in- 
fallible and mathematical Demonſtration of the 
Being of Gd. 
* as to the lug Adſertion of all Things 
being made out of nothing, it is impoſſible, for 
the Term Nothing is à Non- entity that never had 
or can have Being, nor can any Thing be derived 
of or from Nothing; it is but a mere Word, ne- 
cCeſſary to diſtinguiſh between what we do, or do 
. Hot any how perceive ; and it is impious to aſſert it, 
as it would imply a Want or Inſufficieney in Gad, 
r make an Addition to Criſt's Perſonality. 
And, as before noted, it is as abſurd and falſe 
to ſay, that God made all Things without all Means, 
and above all Means, and contrary to all agg 


a 
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FA School-men do; for all Things ſhew that 
Cod uſes proper Means to every End, in Number, 
Weight and Meaſure, Prov. viii. 27. Pſalm lxxiv. 
16. ala xl. 12, 26. and in both, of Time, Place 
and Power; in common Time and Power in ordi- 
nary, or greater Power and ſhorter Time, in Cafes 
extraordinary, as is diſcernable by Obſetvation, and 
as we ſee in Meteors, c. — as ww en by 
2 Ecoleſ. iii. 1, 119 17. 

And God's Revelation of blmſelf, and his W ill 
and Laws to Man are proved by mathematical De- 
monſtration, and by rational Philoſophy, by the 


ſudden Appearance and ſudden Diſappearance of 


Angels, God's Meſſengers, and by vifible and ftupen- 


dos Miracles wrought by them by mathematical 


Inſtruments, Ex. Chap. iv. to xiv. in the. Sight of 
whole Nations, to atteſt their Miſſion, and confirm 
that all that they ſpake was inconteſtibly certain Truth. 
And Gad proved it by his Prophet's Predictions 
of Things that were verified and effected long after - 
wards, and by ſome of them working Miracles in 


_ the Sight of great Numbers of 1 6d handed down 
by . | and recorded wp Hiſ 


3 chiefly by God's aternal Son, appearing firſt 
as Angel of his Preſence and Covenant with Man, 


en ſeveral 


and chen by talking our Nature, and working; Mi- 
racles,” by viſible Means, Jobn xiv. g. and by dying 
and riſing from the Dead, and aſcending to Hea- 
ven in the Sight of many Witneſſes, for AA, i. 3, 


4, 6, 8. implies many more than the Apoſtles, ven. 


2. arreſted by their Safferings and Death, _—_ 1 
rioned by Hiſtorians of ſeveral Nations. 
And I repeat here, that all the Brute ien 


demonſtrate; that they look upon Man to. be their 


Lord and Maſter, which is a Proof of God's. Image 


ns a 1 in Man; and yet as Man has but 


very 


— 
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very little intuitive Knowledge, nor but very little 


of that natural Inſtin& that Brute Animals haves 


it is Contrary to God's ſelf-evident Attribute of 
Wiſdom, not to believe that Gad taught Man 


Knowledge by vocal and verbal Precepts ; this is 
moſt agreeable to rational Philoſophy, and as evi- 
dent as any mathematical Demonſtcation.- 70 

For Man could not learn to ſpeak or number 
without teaching mathematically, the regular Uſe 
of Words and Numbers, nor to know or do any 
thing till by a long and diſoonſolate Obſervation, 


he might in time learn to diſtinguiſn Good from 


Evil, made for good Ends, Gen. ii. 9. Rom. viii. 
17 to 22. but by which he might have been many 
ways deſtroyed before he could have known how or 
by what Food to ſuſtain his Life, or by what means 


to preſerve himſelf from Deſtruftion ; and a Being 


of Wiſdom did not leave his Image deſtitute of all 
neceſſary Knowledge, Pſalm xciv. 10. Prev. viii. 
4 to 9. but it was known by natural -Iaſtia& to 


Brute Animals and Inſects, and not to Man, Gad 


having taught him in a more perfect, delightful and 
ſatisfactory Manner, Gen. Chapters i, ii, ii, iv, Oc. 
in a fort of inſtruftive Dialogue, viz 
Adam ſaid, and Eve ſaid, Cc. Chapters vil, vin, 
ix, X, xi, Xl, xii, xv, xvii, xvili, xix, xxii. and 
other Chapters in Geneſis, and in all the Pemateuch 
prove that the eternal Son of God in à viſible Form 
ſpake explicitly in verbal Sentences to Man; and 
fo do other Texts, as well as when he appeared as 


Man, in Man's Nature, and by his holy _ 


Jobn xvi. 13. --- 1 Cor. ii. 11, 16, 13 
And now can any Atheif pretend to have the 
_Uſe of Reaſon, and not Ree ge that the In- 
flaity of Things in gradual Vasen, in Form and 


Figure, Symmetty ad Harmony, in Number, 
Nv Ct und Meaſure, are 3 Demon- 


ſtrations, 


* * 


| God ſaid, and 
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ſtations, that they are the Wotks of an intelligent 


Being of infinite Wildom and Power; and deny 
that Wiſdom is Goodneſs, becauſe he does not ſee 
the final End of all Things, though he may know 
that there is ſome Good in the worſt Things, and 
that Evil oft produces greater Good; and that ac- 
cording to infinite Wiſdom, it certainly will bes- 
duce or illuſtrate ſuperlative or endleſs Good? 

And can the Deiſt pretend to believe the Being 
of God, and deny — 8 all Brute Animals demon- 
ſtrate, that Man their Lord and Maſter endued with 

the Image of Gad operatively, though inviſibly in his 
intellectual Soul; made perfect by Time and In- 
ſtruction, Obſervation and Experience, as Gen. i. 
28. implies to ſupply the Want of Intuition and 
Inſtinct, and not believe that God did fully reveal 
to Man by verbal Precepts, all that was neceſſary 
for him to know, and to do for his Safety and Hap- 
eee 
5 And let them diſprove if they can, that in the 
Structure of Animals, their Subſtance and juſt Pro- 
portion of Parts, and exact Symmetry of the whole, 
and. their curious Texture, Beauty, Order, Con- 
comitancy, Harmony and Uſefulneſs of all and 


every Particular in them, is not a philoſophical 
and mathematical Demonſtration of the excellent 


Skill of the mathematical Artiſt, that formed, and 
compoſed, and compacted them into their ſeveral 
different Beings; and the ſame may be ſaid of all 
Vegetives and Minerals, as well as of dimenſionary 
Architecture, and of Deformity, Maniacks and 
Idiots, as contraſt Illuſtrations. 
Or if the Magnitude, Proportion, Meaſure aid 
Motion of the ſeveral planetary Orbs, and their 
central Rota, and their circular Courſe in direct 
. and exact lateral Lings, in a Velocity ſuitable to 
'- their 2 Magnitudes; and the continua] exact 
2150 | ge] 
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= 4 far as we can in Meaſure of Time and 
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Repetition-of their Courſes, without Yariation, .in 
due Diſtance and free from Interference or Diſorder 
is not a philoſophical and mathematical Demon- 
ſtration of their being the Work of a moſt ſkilful 
Artiſt in Aſtronomy, and Geometry, and Coſmo- 

- metry — beſides his being the Productor of their 
- * Subſtance, and of fit Inſtruments for their Com- 
pletion. 

And what Title will they acknowledge to be due 
to this ſuperlative philoſophical, and mathematical 
Deſigner and Operator, but the ſupreme Being of 
all Beings; and that is the eternal, ſelf-eſſential, 
ſelf· exiſtent, infinite, wiſe, powerful, good and 
glorious God. over all bleſſed for ever. Aen. 
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Fs not any thing that is fully certain in 
mathematical Demonſtration- that is ſhort of 
ternity and Immenſity, except in ſome of the me- 


„ chanical Arts, as in Architecture, of which we can 
tte the full Dimenſions of the whole, and of 77 


Part and Particular, and encompaſs the Bounds of t 
whole Building; for in Latitude and, Longitude of 
diſtant finite Places, we can but gueſs, and not be fully 
certain, nor of the celeſtial Spheres and their Orbs, 
or of their Motions; but when we have 88 

lace, we 

e then fully certain that Eternity of Time is end- 
leſs, and Immenſity of Place is boundleſs, and as 
they are in part ſubject to our Surveys, we plainly 
2 they are not Self- productions, but the Pro- 
uct of an intelligent Being that is 3 and 


Aal exiſtent, and a erte . 


All 


5 55 1 | 
0 Tbim _— naked and open to Gol! the Dit. 
terner of all Thin , and as he fees and knows all 


Things 1 itealy. As well bs externally, even tvety 


ought of our outs, he for rintends, orders and 

5725 t Things „the ſmall as well as the great, 
and will udge all Wen and Angels, and will reward 
all acc6r ing to their Delefts, Es. iv. * * 
Hun cxtxix. 1, 2, 3, 23. 2 IX. 4 

25. Zelkl. Ji. 14. Pali lxli. 10, 11, Tir * 
. 27. Rom, ti, 6, 1 16. — In 16. 

2 Cir. F. 10. Rev. xx. 12, 13. 
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Chapters ii, iif, iv, v, of which let the a 2 Athil}t 
5 the ſin pious Ds if take care, and now 10 tne - 
prepare, ör they wilt ſuffer eternal Puniſmment for 
their Infidelity * Impiety, * their obſtinate 
Terſiſtance in Impenitenexr. 
And here I will repeat as an enforcing Am- 
plification that from what I have 110 it can't be 
denied, that metaphyſical Demonſtration is the 
| Pe Point of all mathematical Demonſtration, 
or except in ſmall mechanical tions, you haye 
no indi viable certainty in Geography, moch less 
A Aﬀtronomy; as the diffevent eee of 
ſtronofpers e, And they confeſs that they are . 
but Gueſſers, 3 
"But den you tave freed in Aeneon s 
1 a8 18. Se in the Meaſure of Nice and 
1 7 of Place 3 it is then inconreſtibly cetram, that 
ime is ende, 4nd Plate boundſeßg, 461 hive be. 
| Fore Jemonlfraced, and the farther our proceed, 
the more apparent it is, that you can Afid nd 
__ of Times ar Boukds of Place, —itd Job KX VIH. 4 to 
F. ſhews that Time was before che Creation of bur 
one Solar 1 7 of Planets 3 and "Riv. xi. 64. 

ſhews that Time will be after the End of bur preſent 
World, and that is when Time is o lor it, 
* x, 6. And 48 Iramenſity is bounaters;” ir is 
2 without 
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prelißek and Ne being, . ls eternal and 


Mzjeſty and Dominion over all, and to him be eher 


: Th geren Bvidency 4 60 © 85 . 


| \ ls Life ar and Light, of moſt pure ſpirieal'Miat- 
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without Beginning vr Eud; 1 Kings vill. 29. nll as 
Eternity and Immenſity att 4 and not active, 
nor ſelf- made, they are the Production of an active, 


immenſe. 

And al Things chat we ſee, ve thn, any: how pers | 
ceive, demonſtrate, that they are the Work of a 
Being ef infinite Wiſdom and Power; and due Ob- 
ſervätfon, und final Experience will ew, that 
Wiſdom is Goddnels, and that Gold made temporal 
Evil te end in, and illuſtrate final und eternal Good; 
to Whom- be ever aſcribed-all Honour and Glory, 


rendered all holy and humble Adoration, devout 
and awful Revtrence, filial Fear; fervemt Love, and 
Faithfol Obedience, univerſal . _— 22 
Tn and e N ee 
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is - Keel, ene 
Teen all- füffttenrt, and iadependent, 
'% moſt perfect Being ef ah imtmefe Dody Uf 


ter, and moſt ſolid Subſtance. Immaculate, unde- 


capable, uncorruptible, undefileable, indivilible, in- 


diſſoluble, immutable, indefeaſible, permanent and 
immortal ; viſible to ſpirttual Natur, though now 
inviſible to us in our . Bodies, and Eyes of 


Infinite | 


*-Fleſh.. Of 


3 C ww : 
bn PP Wiſdom,. :Power and Gopdaels,/ever 
moving; and active in Eaſe, as if at reſt. Effici- 
ent and effectually operative, eſſentially and in- 
© Hereatly-prohifick and productive, ever externally 
"EF ting from his immutable Eſſence; the Crea- 
5 Suſtainer iner, Freſerver, Lord and ane of 
A Lav * : 
And G e bimfelf at the Creatives to be; 
* Tripity of Perſonalities in Unity of the Deity, as 
Gen. i Elobim. ver. 3, 6, 9, 11, 14, 20, 24. the 
Words, Let tbere ge, imply as being Propoſals, and 
not Oommands till agreed to, and then command- 
..- _edand exccutct; - — Let us, in aur, aſter aur, 
113 ver. 26. dhe Plaral three times repeated, ane 
ens confirms, chat it was of three Perſona- 
Nities, as Chap i. 1. If a Plural, and ver. '2; mentions 
the Holy Spirit, and ver 28, 29, 30. ſhews that it 
wis ſpoken by Cod the Father's eternal Son in ver- 
„bal Precepts, and fo was Chap. ii. 13, 16, 17. and - _ 
= in: 6 60 19. by an audible Voice, ver. 8, 
Hach he appeared to Man in the Form of a Man, as 
Angel of God; Preſence, ver. 8. walking as a Man, 
nc as Meffenger off his Covenant, "3@jab"Ixiii..g, 
„ Malina well us Cen iii. 70% V. 13, 15. x 
Aud our Redemption, Santification and eternal 
Life is of the Erinity 1 in the 888 Perſonalities in 
Unity of the Deity. | 
As to the numerous 8 in Sa Teſtament 
"relating to the . refer to the  Z/[ay "an 
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